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The Dean of St Albans will be the next Dean of Christ Church Cathedral 



THE Very Revd Dr 
Christopher Andrew Lewis, 
Dean of the Cathedral Abbey 
Church of St Alban is to be the 
next Dean of Christ Church, 
Oxford. In this unique post 
Dean Lewis will be both head 
of the College and Dean of 
Christ Church Cathedral. 

As Dean of St Albans for the 



past nine years, he has been 
responsible for the co-ordina- 
tion of the life of the Cathedral, 
which is a major centre of pil- 
grimage, and for its engagement 
with the secular world of 
Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. 
In the wider Church, Dean 
Lewis has been since 2000, 
Chairman of the Association 



of English Cathedrals at a time 
when cathedrals have come 
into much greater prominence, 
with increasing numbers of 
visitors and of worshippers. 

‘I am thrilled to be offered the 
opportunity to take on the role 
of Dean at Christ Church’, he 
says. ‘It is truly a unique 
opportunity to combine my 



commitment to both Church 
and Higher Education.’ 

Christopher Lewis served in 
the Royal Navy for five years. 
He is also a former Director of 
the Oxford Institute for 
Church and Society, which is 
concerned with Christian atti- 
tudes to social issues. 

The Bishop of Oxford says: 



‘Christopher Lewis has been 
an outstanding Dean of St. 
Albans and Chairman of the 
Association of English 
Cathedrals. I very much wel- 
come him as Dean.’ 

Dean Lewis will succeed the 
Very Revd John Drury and 
will take up office on 1 
October 2003. 




Oxford Diocese centre of a global controversy since the announcement of the new Bishop of Reading 



THE announcement that Canon Dr 
’Jeffrey John has been nominated as 
Bishop elect of Reading has caused a 
storm of controversy that appears to 
threaten a split in the worldwide 
Anglican Communion. Dr John, cur- 
rently Chancellor of Southwark 
Cathedral, has a strong reputation as a 
Biblical scholar; teacher and evangelist. 
But he will also be the first openly gay 
Bishop in the Church of England. 

News of the appointment was greeted 
with joy by some but surprise and con- 
cern from others, especially those with- 
in the evangelical tradition, who con- 
sider homosexuality to be incompatible 
with the teachings of the Bible. The 
reaction to the announcement prompt- 
ed the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries, who made the 
appointment, to defend his decision to 
the Diocesan Synod on 7 June. In this 
speech. Bishop Richard outlined the 
selection process, which included inter- 
views with a number of Oxford 
Diocese’s lay and ordained leaders. He 
said ‘After further consultation, reflec- 
tion, and prayer, it seemed to me that 
Jeffrey’s gifts were the ones we needed 
in the episcopal area of Reading.’ 

Bishop Richard explained that he had 
received many assurances that Dr John, 
although in a long-term relationship 
with another man, has not been sexual- 
ly active for a long time and that his 
lifestyle as a priest is in accordance with 
the teachings of the Church of England, 
as set out in the document Issues in 
Human Sexuality , published in 1991. 



The Bishop expressed his desire to see 
people from both sides of the argument 
meeting, discussing and praying togeth- 
er about the appointment. 

A week later, in an unprecedented 
move, nine diocesan Bishops of the 
Church of England wrote an open letter 
to the press explaining their concerns 
with the appointment, chiefly over Dr 
John’s sexual practice and his promise, 
as a Bishop, to minister and teach in 
accordance with the current position of 
the wider Church. 

Dr John answered these concerns in an 
extended interview with The Times. He 
made it clear in that interview that he 
believes the present position of the 
Church institutionalises dishonesty, and 
that where invited he would argue for 
change. But he also made it clear that as 
a suffragan bishop, his duty was to 
uphold the teaching of the church and 
the discipline of his diocesan bishop. He 
also made it clear that he has not had 
his relationship blessed, and would not 
himself perform such blessings. ‘I stand 
in a tradition which does respect the dis- 
cipline and authority of the Church. 
The point of consensus has not been 
reached’, he said. 

The controversy has global implica- 
tions. Peter Akinola, the Anglican 
Archbishop of Nigeria and leader of the 
largest Anglican province in the world 
with 17.5 million members, has 
denounced all homosexual behaviour 
He has threatened to break communion 
with the Church of England if the 
appointment goes ahead. 



This appointment comes in a month 
that has seen the first openly gay and 
sexually active Bishop elected in the 
Episcopal Church of the USA and the 
first blessing of a gay relationship in the 
New Westminster Diocese of the 
Anglican Church of Canada. 

On 20 June, twelve conservative evan- 
gelicals from within Oxford Diocese 
delivered a statement to the press after 
meeting with the Bishop of Oxford in 
which they continued to express their 
dismay at the appointment. They are 
seeking to meet with the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to continue their plea to 
stop the appointment. The Bishop of 
Oxford responded with a statement of 
his own, emphasizing his hope for the 
appointment. ‘I believe that before he 
has been in office long he will have won 
the trust of people in the Reading 
Episcopal Area and my support for him 
remains unswerving’, said Bishop 
Richard. Later that evening, eight other 
bishops offered their support for Dr 
John’s appointment in an open letter 
saying Dr John ‘will enable our attentive 
listening to the experience of gay 
Christians to be in our midst rather than 
at second-hand.’ 

The Archbishop of Canterbury joined 
the debate on 23 June with a letter to 
all bishops. He appealed ‘it would be a 
tragedy if these issues, in the Church of 
England and in the Communion, occu- 
pied so much energy that we lost our 
focus on the priorities of our mission.’ 

Mark Leadbeater 




SPOTLIGHT ON JEFFREY JOHN Frank Blackwell photographed Dr John at Diocesan Church 
House, Oxford soon after the world's media had gathered in the garden there to hear Philip 
Giddings' statement and Bishop Richard's response to it (pictured). The full text of the let- 
ters and statements mentioned on this page are available on www.oxford.anglican.org 




We grow or we decline . . . 

Flexibility, creativity and self-sustainability will 
need to characterise the churches of the 
future according to a new Diocesan Strategy 
document launched at Diocesan Synod on 7 
June. 'We have to plan for growth or contin- 
ue to be the victims of decline' it says. 

NEW DIOCESAN STRATEGY PLANS 
FOR FUTURE GROWTH on page 3 






Prayer Mission 






yourkingdomcome 



WEB WATCHING 

yourkingdomcome has its 
own web pages on the Oxford 
Diocesan web site 
www.oxford.anglican.org 
/yourkingdomcome 

Visit it to glean ideas and 
resources for personal and 
group prayer for all ages. Post 
news of your plans on the mes- 
sage board for all of us to share. 
Gerard Hughes website 
Engage direcdy with Gerard 
Hughes through his new inter- 
active web site www.gerard- 
whughes.com . ‘Is God reach- 
able in the 21st Century?’ is the 
overarching theme. 

Gerard Hughes writes, ‘My 
hope is that this website, begin- 
ning with excerpts from my 
own books, will soon become 
interactive, welcoming all who 
search for meaning in their lives. 
. . The website will offer simple 
instruction on ways of praying, 
offer suggestions £op’~prayeo 
encouraging all vjs^qrs teldisjj 
cover their own w£y ofj5raymg; 
and exploring questions which 
arise from peoples’ experience 
of prayer and its connections 
with everyday life. 

To start the website as an 
interactive site, you can send an 
e-mail to me at the following 
address: gerry@gerardwhugh- 
es.com. I will try to respond to 
as many e-mails as possible, 
covering the range of questions, 
issues and comments raised. At 
some point in the near future, I 
will post a selection of the 
emails and my replies on the 
website.’ 

Sharing Ideas 

Barbara Doubtfire at Diocesan 
Church House 01865 208277 
or e-mail pdaoxf@oxford.angli- 
can.org is co-ordinating ideas 
and information. If after read- 
ing this feature you can say, 
‘I/We have a good idea to 
share’or We could do that!’ 
PLEASE BE IN TOUCH. 



Sharing Life searching for Ood being found by God 
connectedness questing and questioning pilgrimage and discovery 
doing justice to spirituality unceasing prayer the still point 

Centred on God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 



yourkingdomcome 



yourkingdomcome is the theme of a prayer mission initiated by Bishop Richard in 
response to the request from many parishes and deaneries that the bishops might lead a 
time of deepening prayer as we seek to continue to respond to Sharing Life. 

The Bishops’ prayer mission began in March when a letter from Bishop Richard was sent 
to all incumbents, to religious communities and to all who have responsibility to lead mis- 
sion and ministry in the Diocese of Oxford. 

Gathering momentum - The prayer mission is gathering momentum as local 
churches and deaneries prayerfully make plans to respond in the weeks and months 
leading up to 1 November. On the 1 November, All Saints Day itself, our bishops 
will be very visible at Archdeaconry events. In the weeks following, during 
November (the Kingdom season) and into December, churches and deaneries will 
put their plans into action. 



To ponder and pray . . . 



THE attempt to enter sym- 
pathetically into the spiritu- 
al life of other traditions is a 
vital contribution to human 
unity for such meeting is at 
the deepest level of our 
being. 

Marcus Braybrooke 



admission 

Is free, if you will purge 
yourself 

Of desire, and present your- 
self with 

Your need only and the sim- 
ple offering 

Of your faith, green as a 




inside it 
There are quite different 
things going on: 

Festivals at which the poor 
man 

Is king and the consumptive 
is 

Healed; mirrors in which 

the blind look 

At themselves and love 

looks at them 

Back; and industry is for 

mending 

The bent bones and the 
minds fractured 
By life. It’s a long way off, 
but to get 

There takes no time and 



coming or 
Kingdom implies the trans- 
formation of human society 
- its politics, its economics, 
its personal, group institu- 
tional and international 
relationships. The kingdom 
is not some kind of extrater- 
restrial entity that will be 
superimposed on this world. 
Nor is it a process of ‘spiri- 
tual’ or ‘internal’ change. It 
is the liberation of the world 
we live in, know, touch, 
smell, suffer, from all that 
corrupts and destroys it. 
Charles Elliot 
Praying the Kingdom 



All Saints’ Day Events 

The Archdeaconry All Saints' Day Events will run from 10.30am - 
3.30pm. No is booking necessary - simply turn up! Further infor- 
mation will appear in The DOOR and on the diocesan website as it 
becomes available, or through the parish development advisers: 
Andrew Gear pdabucks@oxford.anglican.org 
Barbara Doubtfire pdaoxf@oxford.anglican.org 
Judi Hattaway pdaberks@oxford.anglican.org 



Exciting early plans 
emerge in local churches 

THE mission committee, at St 
Michael the Archangel, 

Warfield are discussing their 
response to the idea of a 
'Prayer Mission' 

The Hermitage Team are 
working at a Week of 
Accompanied Prayer from 23 - 
29 November. 'The opportunity 
to spend 30 minutes a day for a 
week sharing our individual 
journey of prayer with another 
person from outside the Team 
will not be just for those who 
find it easy to make time for 
prayer (who are they?). But it 
will be for all of us, including 
those who rarely attend church 
and yet are searching for their 
own spiritual pathway,' said 
John Coombs. 

Further details from Judith Denny 
01635 862290 or email 
peter.denny@btintemet.com 
Course on the Lord’s Prayer 
Oxford St Giles, St Philip and 
St James with St Margaret 
say: This is exactly what we 
are already thinking about for 
a series of study groups this 
year. We are looking at a 
course on the Lord's Prayer 
using Tom Wright's book The 
Lord and His Prayer . 

Add your stories 
through the yourkingdom- 
come message board. 



News 



Chaplain for 




THE DOOR : JULY 2003 



in brief 



workers 

THE Revd Susan van Beveren 
is now in the brand-new 
Reading post of Chaplain for 
Work and Economic Life. At 
her inaugural service, The Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, Bishop 
of Oxford, congratulated 
Reading Deanery on the innov- 
ative move of creating the post. 
The Revd van Beveren has 1 1 
years’ experience as a chap- 
lain/consultant in Australia. 



Celebrating Life in Chipping Norton 



SKATING, folk music and 
bouncy castles all form part of 
ILife, a week of community 
events taking place in Chipping 
Norton and surrounding areas. 
The week, organised by 
Churches Together and run- 
ning from 19 to 26 July, is 
billed as ‘a celebration of life, 
particularly community life’. It 
includes events for all ages to 



enjoy. Throughout the week, 
there will be a selection of 
evening concerts, including a 
folk, gospel and blues night. 
There will also be a Party in the 
Park with clowns, face painting 
and a bouncy castle and lots 
more. For further information 
contact Tim Norman on 
01608 645744, or see 

www. 1 life.org.uk 



May they all be one . . . 



THIS was the theme of a one- 
day conference on 17 May 
joindy organised by the Society 
for Ecumenical Studies, the 
Newman Association and St 
Albans Centre for Christian 
Studies. It was held in the nave 
of St Albans cathedral, and 
brought together more than 
900 Christians of many differ- 



ent traditions, including several 
bishops and senior church 
leaders as well as the Bishop of 
St Albans, the Rt Revd 
Christopher Herbert. Dr 
Rowan Williams, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, was the first 
speaker; and talked about unity 
within churches and the need 
to see God in one another: 



Wheely good for churches 



ON Saturday 13 September, 
cyclists and walkers will be out 
and about visiting churches 
throughout Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Bucks to raise 
money for their Historic 
Churches Trusts. In 
Oxfordshire alone last year the 
annual sponsored event, 
known as the StRide, raised 
£103,414, to go towards grants 
for churches and chapels of all 
denominations in Oxfordshire. 

On the day of the StRide, 
those not walking or cycling 



can sit in churches as welcom- 
es or help provide mini-tours 
and refreshments for weary 
cyclists. Sponsorship forms and 
lists of participating 'churches 
should be in your local church 
from July. 

• Richard Lethbridge is step- 
ping down as Hon Secretary of 
the Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust after 17 yeas 
of service. He will be succeeded 
by Martin Thompson. He is 
now taking over the organisa- 
tion of the Oxfordshire StRide. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 




DIOCESE OF OXFORD 



DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION 

The Oxford Diocesan Board of Education is seeking to appoint a 
Director of Education to take up post in January 2004. 

The Board is highly regarded and has a reputation for providing excellent 
support to its schools, alongside imaginative and innovative developments in 
education. 

The Director will lead a team of 10 able, highly committed and energetic 
colleagues who, through the 280 schools in 9 LEAs in the diocese, serve a 
total of 46,000 pupils and their families. 

With proven experience at a senior level in the education sector, the successful 
candidate will also have a vision and commitment to church schools in the 
21st century as well as an understanding of how diocesan schools are integral 
to the mission of the Diocese. 

Excellent interpersonal skills are essential for this role in order to maintain 
effective working relationships and work collaboratively with a diverse range 
of people. 

The salary will be at Senior Principal level £36,666 to £48,464. 

To receive an application pack, please telephone 01865 208200, or e-mail 
sally.hopkins@oxford.anglican.org. Please quote ref. ED2. 

Completed applications and a covering letter to be received by 15th August. 

Interviews will be held on Monday 22nd September 

We are committed to the promotion of equal opportunities for all. 



Books Wanted 

Good prices paid for Theological 
and other Libraries (not paperbacks). 
- John Thornton will visit - 

Contact: Mr John Thornton, 455 Fulham Road, 
London SW10 9UZ. 

Tel: 020 7352 8810 



please ring 
Sue Williams on: 

mu 

Fax: 01S27 892152 



E- 





Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

I am a trained personal coach with a background 
in ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
a 4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 



Wadding Stationery 

www.wedding-statlonery.com 

Visit our website or 
contact us for details 
and free sarppie 
Illustrated 
Stationery 
Tel: 029 2081| 

Fax: 029 2081 [2 _ 

dorothy @wedd ing^ationery.c 




ORGANIST 

Committed Christian and MA, FRCO 
is available to deputise in Oxfordshire, 
at short notice, including weddings and 
funerals. Wide experience : reasonable fee 

Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 



3rd Millennium Artists 

Artists in Stained Glass 



•avid Was ley maatc .DipADJFMGP.I 
I Conservator & Restoration Specialist 



0/404. 7 7 3 7 1 2 
www. 3 rd m ille n n i u m a rt i sts .co.uk 



Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 



FIRST MY COVERS »d 
PRESENTATION PAGRR 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

( 01234)325531 




West Court is a friendly, modem development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older ^ 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and bedroom and is suitable for a single person. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager _ 

provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call system 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 

Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on: 01 295 258859 

45 West Street Banbury Oxon 0X16 3RA ^ M t^H0USing 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity - No 1083995 f*i Association 
Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MHA Care Group »pp<mn*!ciK»«fcroi<ifrpropk 
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News 



New Diocesan strategy plans for future growth 



INNOVATIVE, flexible, ministry 
related to local need and which 
takes into account the spiritual 
needs of people who don’t come 
to church as well as those who 
do - this is the vision of a radi- 
cal new diocesan strategy pre- 
sented to the Oxford Diocesan 
Synod in High Wycombe on 7 
June. 

‘We have to plan for growth or 
continue to be the victims of 
decline’, says the introduction to 
‘Our Strategy’. Subtitled ‘facing 
the future together’ the consul- 
tation document has grown out 
of the values and priorities set 
out in ‘Sharing Life’. Without 
freedom to interpret the parish 
system in new ways and to 
experiment with different kinds 



DANNY Sullivan, Diocesan 
Director of Education for the 
past three years and a member 
of the Education Department 
for four years before that, will 
be leaving in the summer to 
make a complete career change. 
He is to become a Regional 



of ministry according to local 
need, we won’t be able to 
respond to the cultural changes 
of today. ‘Innovative approaches 
are vital’ says the introduction to 
the document which now goes 
out to the Diocese for consulta- 
tion before a final version is pre- 
sented to Synod in November 
The deanery will be the key unit 
in developing the strategy. 
Deaneries will be asked to plan 
how they can get a better bal- 
ance between the pattern of min- 
istry they need and the funds 
they have available. It is accepted 
that some areas may rely on 
other parts of the Diocese for 
financial support. 

Introducing the new Strategy, 
the Bishop of Oxford said that 



Director for the Greater 
London Magistrates Authority. 

In a letter to headteachers and 
governors of church schools, 
Danny said: ‘These seven years 
have been amongst the happiest 
of my professional life. It has 
been a privilege and honour to 



there were positive messages to 
convey. A steady growth in non- 
stipendiary clergy had balanced 
the sharp drop in paid clergy and 
there was a ‘remarkable story to 
tell’ about the Parish Share. Even 
so, he said, this Diocese is among 
the lowest in terms of per capita 
giving and the Bishop called for 
‘robust teaching’ on giving as an 
aspect of Christian discipleship. 

There were presentations too 
from Colin Fletcher, Bishop of 
Dorchester on creativity, flexibil- 
ity and innovation, from Brian 
Newey, Chairman of the Board 
of Finance on self-sustainability 
and finance and from Canon 
Simon Brown on local responsi- 
bility and servant leadership. 

Bishop Colin noted that the 



serve Bishop Richard and all 
our schools as well as to work 
with such a talented group of 
people as those on our educa- 
tion team.’ 

Leslie Stephen will take over as 
Acting Director of Education 
until a successor is appointed. 



Strategy is parallel to similar 
developments in other dioceses. 
He said it allowed for the cre- 
ation of a variety of opportuni- 
ties for meeting peoples’ needs 
on ‘their’ ground, under the aus- 
pices of the Diocese and, where 
appropriate, with our ecumeni- 
cal partners. 

In the discussion it was suggest- 
ed that the Strategy put too 
much emphasis on ‘us’ and 
insufficient stress on the society 
in which the Church exists. 
Making change is risky and it is 
easy to say ‘we can only do that 
if we’ve done this’ as a delaying 
tactic was another comment. 

The Bishop of Oxford said the 
intention of the Strategy was to 
enable things to happen. 



IT was odd to say a sad 
goodbye to Bishop Mike, 
Bishop of Buckingham on 8 
June, and join in the happy 
hallo to Bishop Mike, Bishop 
of Bristol just two weeks 
later on 21 June. 

There was notable music on 
both occasions - the musi- 
cians from St James, 
Gerrards Cross and St 
Mary’s, Aylesbury enhanced 
our worship in Aylesbury, 
and in Bristol there was won- 
derful organ music, singing 
by the Cathedral Choir, the 
Cathedral Girls‘ Choir, and a 
music group. 

Bishop Mike travelled to his 
inauguration with Anthea by 
boat, and rather than knock- 
ing on the closed Cathedral 
door to gain admittance, the 
door was wide open when he 
arrived - a symbol of the 
Bristol Diocese’s happy 
expectation and warm wel- 
come, and a sign of Bishop 
Mike’s commitment to keep- 
ing the door always open 
between the Church and the 
world. 

Another significant depar- 
ture from former inaugura- 
tion and enthronement ser- 
vices was the anointing with 



Quoting Cardinal Newman he 
said: ‘ To live is to change, to be 
perfect is to change often’. 

Also discussed at Synod 

• Five year review of link with the 
Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman 

Synod voted unanimously for its renew- 
al for another five years. Canon Martin 
Peirce referred to the next stage as 'the 
Companionship Link 7 which he said had 
the potential to be 'God's workshop' in 
terms of inter-diocesan, inter-parish and 
inter-personal links. 

• ‘First to the Lord’ follow-up report 

David Haylett, Diocesan 
Stewardship Adviser made a presen- 
tation. It included the results of a 
questionnaire completed by 205 
parishes. 79% agreed that the 
Church is dependent on the commit- 
ted giving of money by its people for 
the development of God's work. 



oil of the new Bishop by 
Episcopal colleagues as a 
symbol of the infusion of 
God’s grace, and the clothing 
of the Bishop in robes sym- 
bolising his Episcopal min- 
istry by people representing 
the Diocese. 

At Aylesbury the pastoral 
staff of the Bishop of 
Buckingham was returned to 
the Bishop of Oxford and 
placed on the High Altar. In 
Bristol the Bishop of Swindon 
gave the Bishop’s Staff to the 
Diocesan Bishop at his 
throne, saying: ‘Receive this 
pastoral staff, as a sign that 
you have been appointed to 
be shepherd of God‘s people 
in this Diocese.’ 

As his procession left the 
Cathedral the Bishop blessed 
the City and Diocese of 
Bristol, and it was time for 
us to come back to 
Buckinghamshire leaving 
Bishop Mike with his new 
people - knowing that his 
old people will be remember- 
ing him and his family with 
love and prayers. 

Penny Keens 

Penny Keens is Oxford Diocesan 
Lay Chairman. 




Tim Russian bows out 
with St Frideswide 



AFTER 14 years Tim Russian has 
retired as The DOOR's business and 
distribution manager. He was also 
chairman of the Editorial Support 
Group Despite the volume of work, 
Tim's efforts were entirely voluntary 
and in recognition of that he has been 
awarded the Order of St Frideswide, 
the highest lay honour in the Oxford 
Diocese. 'It is very well deserved. 
Without Tim I don't think The DOOR 
would have survived,' said Christine 
Zwart, the Editor. Tim, who has moved 
to Scotland, will be installed in the 
Order at Christ Church Cathedral 
on 25 October at Evensong. He is 
succeeded as business manager by 
David Shepherd while distribution 
will be managed by Peter Chapman, 
both of whom are also volunteers. 



Woman Moderator 

CHRISTIANS in Milton Keynes 
are celebrating the appointment 
of their first woman Ecumenical 
Moderator She is the Revd Dr 
Mary Cotes, currently the minis- 
ter of St David’s Uniting Church 
Pontypridd. Having trained at 
Northern Baptist College she 
became Associate Minister at 
South Street Baptist Church in 
Exeter where she was also part of 
the University chaplaincy team. 

Mary Cotes was appointed to 
the United Church in Pontypridd 
in 1995 and played an important 
role in uniting that church with 
St David’s Presbyterian church. 
She is a regular broadcaster on 
Radio Wales. 

The appointment of Dr Cotes as 
Ecumenical Moderator of the 
Mission Partnership of the 
Milton Keynes Churches 
Council comes at an exciting 
time. The recent convergence of 
the local church structures into a 
Mission Partnership creates a 
new context for the work of the 
Ecumenical Moderator: Dr 

Cotes’ appointment follows the 
retirement of the Revd Murdoch 
Mackenzie. Anne Slee 



Floral ‘Renaissance’ in Dorchester Abbey 




A SPECTACULAR FESTIVAL OF FLOWERS was held in in Dorchester Abbey from 13 to 15 June, it was 
arranged by the Berks Bucks & Oxon area of the National Association of Flower Arranging Societies (NAFAS) to 
mark the end of Phase 2 of the major renovation work at the Abbey. Thousands of blooms filled the ancient Abbey 
with fragrance and colour, as 160 flower arrangers from 40 flower clubs across the Oxford Diocese constructed 69 
elaborate floral exhibits. The festival proceeds were shared by the Dorchester Abbey Campaign and Douglas House, a 
new Oxford respite care centre for young adults. Pictured (left I. to r.) are: Jane Rowton-Lee, Festival Committee 
Chairman; Gillian Harries and Mavis Jennings, joint Festival designers seen peering through floral decoration construct- 
ed in the porch by Sylvia Gascoigne and Ursula Davies of Henley Flower Arranging Club. Photos: Frank Blackwell 



Danny Sullivan, Director of Education, is off to court 



Bishop Mike sails into Bristol 



behind the Door ^ 
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Wedding and 
Bridesmaid Dresses 



Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 

Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at Discount Prices 



Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (0118) 9508959 
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People & places 



Pilgrimage: Walk the way of the saints 



On Sunday 7 September 
there is another chance to 
follow an ancient pilgrimage 
route. A walk will take 
place that day between 
Dorchester Abbey and 
Christ Church Cathedral 
linking the shrines of St. 
Birinus and St Frideswide. 
The route follows the old 
Roman Road between the 
two places of pilgrimage, a 
distance of about nine and a 
quarter miles. The event will 
begin with worship in 
Dorchester Abbey where the 
Bishop of Dorchester will 
preach and bless the pilgrims 
before the walkers set off at 
about 11:30 a.m. There will 
be a pause midway for picnic 
lunches (please bring your 



own). At about 3:30 p.m. 
the pilgrims will be at the 
Church of the Holy Family, 
Blackbird Leys for afternoon 
tea. They will be joined 
there by local pilgrims for 
the last three miles up the 
Cowley Road. Other walk- 
ers will join in as the group 
make their way into Christ 
Church Cathedral for 
Evensong followed by a buf- 
fet supper. Individuals and 
groups are welcome to par- 
ticipate. We need numbers 
about a week before the day 
for catering purposes. For 
more information, please 
ring: Canon John Crowe on 
01865 340007 and Jim 
Godfrey on 01865 276154. 

Canon Marilyn Parry 



July lay and clergy appointments 

The Revd. Arthur Barry, Vicar, Botleys & Lyne and Longcross, Diocese of 
Guildford, to have House for Duty, Rotherfield Peppard and Kidmore End & 
Sonning Common; Miss Audrey Bayley, LLM, Adderbury, has died; the Revd. 
Dr. Martin Connop Price, vicar of Shiplake w. Dunsden and Priest-in-Charge 
of Harpsden, to be Rector of Shiplake w. Dunsden and Harpsden; the Revd. 
Michael Davidson, Curate, St. Giles Ickenham, Diocese of London, to be Priest- 
in-Charge, Penn and Tylers Green; the Revd. Prudence Dufour, NSM Curate, 
Old Windsor to have House for Duty, Diocese of Bath and Wells; the Revd. 
Timothy Edge, Asst. Chaplain, Bullingdon Prison, to be also NSM Curate, 
Benefice of Cogges w. South Leigh; the Revd. Hugh Ellis, Rector of Bradfield 
& Stanford Dingley, to be Team Rector, Langport Area Team, Diocese of Bath 
and Wells; the Revd. Dr. Ian James, NSM Asst. Curate, Bracknell Team 
Ministry, has been appointed Professor; the Revd. Justin Lewis-Anthony, 
Precentor, Christ Church Cathedral, to be Rector, St. Stephen's, Hackington, 
Diocese of Canterbury; the Revd. Robert Lea, retired, has died; the Revd. 
Canon Dr. Phillip Nixon, Vicar, Goring w. south Stoke, to be Priest-in-Charge, 
St. James, Northampton; the Revd. Francis Orr-Ewing, Asst Curate, St 
Aldate, Oxford, to be Vicar, All Saints' Camberwell, Diocese of Southwark; the 
Revd. Sarah Sharp, Asst. Curate, Ross-on-Wye, Diocese of Hereford, to be 
Rector, Lower Windrush; the Revd. Will Stileman, Team Vicar, Great Chesham 
Team Ministry, to be Priest-in-Charge, St. Andrew & St. Mary Magdalene, 
Maidenhead; Mrs Hilary Unwin is retiring as Diocesan Adviser for Accredited 
Lay Ministry - she continues as Convenor of the Vocations Network. 



SNIPPETS 



Better than tree hugging! 

The children of North 
Marston School were joined 
by villagers in a ceremony of 
hugging the newly renovated 
church tower of St Mary’s. 

New home for single mums 

June 3 saw the official opening 
of Rachel House, a house in 
Banbury for single young 
mums. The Revd Lynda Spokes 
blessed the house as ‘a place of 
joy, laughter and freedom’. 




Workshop for church music 

Over 200 singers and musi- 
cians descended upon 
Desborough School in 
Maidenhead on Saturday 31 
May. The event (pictured above) 
was called Laudamus, and was 
a demonstration of the many 
ways music can be used to 
provide worship in churches. 

Drinks on tap 

The Church of St James, 
Winterbourne, Berkshire, now 
has the facilities to make tea 
a^d coffee, thanks to an award 
from the Hanson Environment 
Fund. This represents the last 
stage in the church’s refurbish- 
ment, which has also seen toi- 
let facilities with disabled 
access installed. 




Woodstock church grows 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletchei; 
Bishop of Dorchestei; dedicated 
much needed new accomoda- 
tion created within the parish 
church of St Mary Magdalene, 
Woodstock, at 7.30pm on 
Monday 19 May. The rooms 
include a meeting room, and 
kitchen and a new loo. They also 
provide space for Sunday school. 

A very long walk for water 

At Easter, Tim and Alison 
Budd and some of their friends 
completed the last leg of their 
walk along the Thames Path 
from Milton to Westminster. 
Their 110 mile sponsored walk 
raised £1500, which will be split 
half-and-half between Water 
Aid, which helps communities 
in Africa and Asia, and water 
facilities for the new extension 
at Milton Parish Church. 

Venerable Village of Blewbury 

A festival of flowers is being 
held at St Michael’s Church, 
Blewbury, Oxfordshire, from 
Friday 27 to Sunday 29 June. 
Lunches and teas will be avail- 
able on the Saturday and 
Sunday. The title is This 
Venerable Village’, and the fes- 
tival celebrates Blewbury past 
and present. 

Happy birthday St Alban’s 

The present building of St 
Alban’s Church, Cowley in 
Oxford celebrated its 70 birth- 
day on May 3 with a Festival 
Evensong and a big party com- 
plete with birthday cake. 

Come to Culham College party 

The Friends of Culham invite 
all old students of Culham 
College, Oxfordshire, to a 
summer get-together to cele- 
brate the 150 years since its 
official opening. The party will 
take place on Saturday 12 July. 
Contact Robin Griffin on 
robin@colanski.freeserve.co.uk 

Small is very beautiful 

Wootton-by -Woodstock C of E 
Primary School is one of 




Oxfordshire’s smallest village 
schools with just 35 pupils. 
However, they are big on 
achievements! They have won 
one of only three Artsmark 
Gold Awards in Oxfordshire 
this year. Children and staff 
demonstrated their artistic tal- 
ents at Woodstock Carnival on 
14 June. Their work on the 
Caribbean in their geography 
studies included making colour- 
ful carnival costumes (pictured). 

Woodley Christians light up 

The annual Woodley Carnival 
Procession on Saturday, 14 
Jiyie featured a float by 
Woodley Christians. The 
theme was ‘The Light at the 
End of the Tunnel? - JESUS.’ 

John Copping retires 

On the weekend beginning 26 
April, Cookham Dean Church 
bade farewell to their much 
loved vicar, John Copping who 
retired after 32 years. The con- 
gregation showed their grati- 
tude for his service with gifts of 
a sundial, a flat computer 
screen and a portrait of John. 

Churches form new benefice 

People from churches in the 
Shrivenham and Ashbury area 
joined together for a celebration 
service on 8 June to mark the for- 
mation of the new Shrivenham 
and Ashbury Benefice. 

Last Supper restoration 

Restoration has begun on Francis 
de Cleyn’s interpretation of the 
Last Supper, which presently 
hangs in Windsor Parish Church 
of St John the Baptist. 



Organ donors successful 

The appeal for a replacement 
organ for St Leonard’s Church, 
Wallingford, has nearly 
reached its target of £50,000. 
The final event will be a music 
and flower festival on the 
weekend of 11 to 13 July. 

Warden on wheels 

A church warden from St 
Mary’s, Banbury, has cycled 
from Land’s End to John 
O’Groats in aid of Y-Care. 
Read about his adventures at 
www.theyrrK^oig.uk/cycleridelitm 

Quench your thirst for music 

The Christian rock band, 
Quench played at a a gig at St 
Aldate’s Church, Oxford, on 
Friday 27 June. 

‘Mark mark mark ’ 




On Ascension Day the choir and 
congregation of St Michael at 
■the Northgate, Oxford followed 
the Revd Hugh Lee, their Priest- 
in-Charge (pictured) and the 
Church-wardens, in the 600- 
year-old ceremony of Beating 
the Bounds. They stopped at 
boundary stones to ‘mark’ them 
by beating them with canes. 

Bells of St Clement’s 

175 years of ministry at St 
Clement’s Church, Oxford was 
marked with an evening of cele- 
bration on 14 June. It started 
with childrens” games and 
ended with a service led by the 
Bishop of Oxford. The Rector; 
Bruce Gillingham, said: ‘Jesus 
Christ is the same, yesterday and 
forever Just as he has been faith- 
ful to our ancestors, we at St 
Clement’s now, look to God for 
inspiration and guidance in our 
mission and ministry.’ 



Homelessness: what Christians can do 

The Housing and Homelessness Group of the Oxford Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility have arranged an ecumenical conference on homelessness for 20 September 



THINK of homelessness and 
what images come to mind? A 
lone figure huddled in a shop 
doorway? The rough-hewn 
camaraderie of cardboard 
city? 

Real and disturbing though 
these images might be, they 
are only the tip of the iceberg. 
Housing and homelessness are 
issues that affect us all and the 
problems of the ‘hidden 
homeless’ permeate through- 
out society. 

In the Oxford Diocese, for 
example, which includes 
Oxfordshire, 

Buckinghamshire and 
Berkshire, there are huge 
problems of affordability with 
key workers such as teachers, 
police officers and nurses fre- 
quently facing a daily struggle 
to keep a roof over their 
heads. 

Many of our villages are 
becoming little more than dor- 
mitories as youngsters who 
have grown up in rural areas 
are forced tQ move away as 
prices and rents soar beyond 
their reach. And with the 
migration comes a further 
threat to village services such 
as schools and shops and a 
further diminution of ‘com- 
munity’. 

The erosion of family life has 



driven many of our young 
people to the very edge of 
society. Sleeping rough, or 
perhaps on a friend’s floor; 
their lack of security and self- 



Noel Towe 

writes 



esteem launches a vicious 
downward spiral of isolation 
and despair. 

But what is the Christian 
response to all this? And how 
can we make a difference in 
our own communities? 

These are challenges to be 
explored at a special ecumeni- 
cal conference organised by 
the Housing and 
Homelessness Group of the 
Oxford Diocesan Board for 
Social Responsibility taking 
place at the Church of the 
Holy Family, Blackbird Leys, 
Oxford on Saturday, 20 
September. 

Speakers will include the 
Revd Steve Chalke, founding 
director of Faithworks - a 
movement committed to 
empowering and inspiring 
local churches to rediscover 
their role at the hub of the 
community. 



Steve will be joined by Rob 
Taylor, Chief Executive of the 
Christian-based housing asso- 
ciation Adullam Homes, who 
will discuss the national hous- 
ing environment; and Stuart 
Pascall of Banbury 
Community Church who will 
look at ways of turning theory 
into practice. 

Delegates will also be able to 
take part in a variety of prac- 
tical workshops covering sin- 
gle homelessness; homeless 
families; rural issues and 
young people. 

The conference is being 
sponsored by Shaftesbury 
Housing Group, a Christian 
organisation that traces its 

roots back to the 19^ century 
and the radical social reformer 
Anthony Ashley Coopei; the 
seventh Earl of Shaftesbury. 
The group is a leading 
provider of social and sup- 
ported housing both in the 
Diocese and throughout 
southern England. 

• Noel Towe is the Chair of the Housing 
and Homelessness Group on the 
Diocesan Board for Social Responsibility. 
Further information about the confer- 
ence is available from Alison Ha>es, 
Shaftesbury Housing Group, 1 Mawle 
Court, George Street, Banbury 0X16 
5BH.Tel: (01295) 261669. 
email:abh@shaftesburyhousing.org.uk 
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Interview. . 



God in the life of three remarkable non-stipendiary priests 

Teacha; Citizens Advice adviset; retired judge 




IT was during my training as a so-called 
‘mature student’ (I was 25) at Culham College, 
then a teacher training college, that the seed of 
ordination was sown. I decided to specialise in 
teaching children with special needs. It was 
whilst I was teaching at a London school for 
children with emotional difficulties in London 
(in 1977-1987) that I decided to test my voca- 
tion to the priesthood and was accepted on the 
Southwark ordination course. 

At the time I felt that the church was out of 
reach of many of the families that I came into 
contact with, and as a priest in secular employ- 
ment I felt that I could be a kind of bridge and 
bring the church to them. Since I became an 
NSM, there have been many times when I’ve 
been able to be that bridge. 

Working with disadvantaged, sick children has 
helped me to see God more clearly. It has cer- 



The Revd Myles Godfrey 

Myles Godfrey is an NSM in the Dorchester Team 
and a teacher in the Oxfordshire Hospital School 
which is split over six hospital sites. In 1988 he 
began work at the Park Hospital, a psychiatric hospi- 
tal for children in Oxford. Whilst there he did family 
therapy training. Since 1997 he has been based at 
the Radcliffe Infirmary. He became a priest in 1984. 
Before moving to Oxfordshire he taught in London in 
a school for children with emotional difficulties, 
eventually becoming the head. 

tainly helped me to see God’s wonderful patch- 
work of humanity. But working alongside 
extremely disabled and perhaps dying children 
means that I often have to wrestle with God. 

My work as a teacher means that I am not 
always available to those to whom I have 
grown close in the village community where I 
have been an NSM for 20 years. Sometimes I 
am asked to take funerals and I have to ask if 
they can be during lunchtime. As I ride a 
motorbike, I am known by some at the 
Radciffe and the Crematorium as the 
‘Revving Rev’. 

Many people do not know what ‘NSM’ 
means. I have been described as a ‘not so 
serious minister’ and even ‘a non-smoking 
minister’! The priesthood is not something 
you switch on and off, and therefore I do not 
see myself as a "art- time priest. My ministry 
very much enriches my daily work. 



The Revd Hilary Watkins 

Hilary Watkins is an NSM at St Laurence’s Church, 
Appleton in the Abingdon Deanery. She trained as a 
solicitor but has spent most of her life working for the 
Citizens Advice Service (CAS) apart from a six year 
spell as a civil servant doing a number of ‘exotic jobs’ 
including mining safety. She is now a Voluntary 
Adviser for the CAS and one of their National 
Trustees. She is a widow with three grown up children. 

I was brought up to go to church but it didn’t 
become real for me until the mid seventies when 
we moved to Kent. When we had just moved in, 
the vicar arrived and said is there anything I can 
do. Having got to church it was so lively and so 
welcoming and so real that we just kept going 
and conversion happened. 

I trained as a solicitor but got quite cross when 
I realised that law and justice were not as close 
a I would have liked. I then discovered the 
Citizens Advice Service and have spent most of 
my life working for that. My time is now split 
roughly 50- 50 between my NSM work and 
my Citizens Advice work. 

When I was in Kent I said to my husband ‘I 
think you might be being called to the priest- 
hood’ and he said ‘no not me it’s you’. But the 
call to ordination became more and more insis- 
tent. It was like the poem the Hound of Heaven 
and in the end I couldn’t run any more. 

When I first started exploring my vocation I 
was thinking about becoming stipendiary but I 




was told that I was too old. I thought how typi- 
cal of the Church first to keep women out and 
then to tell them they are too old. But gradually 
I realised that non stipendiary would be best for 
me. First I came to recognise how important my 
work as a citizens advice adviser was as part of 
my overall vocation. Secondly I came to realise 
that I am called to rural ministry and it seemed 
to me that in the current state of the Church 
there is a raft of opportunities for using NSMs 
to support the stipendiaries and indeed the 
whole community. 

The biggest change in my life since I became 
a priest is a slighdy negative one. I find it harder 
to relax into the worship now that I am respon- 
sible for leading it. In other ways it is just such a 
privilege. The two parts of my life support each 
other wonderfully well. 

All photos by Frank Blackwell 



The Reverend His Honour 
Christopher Lea, MC 

Christopher Lea is an NSM in Stratfield Mortimer. 
He served in the army from 1937 until 1948 dur- 
ing which time he was awarded the MC. He was 
called to the Bar in 1948 eventually becoming a 
judge on the Oxford Circuit. From 1968 to 1972 
he served as a Metropolitan Magistrate. He was 
ordained a priest in 1993. 

‘I was brought up in, baptised into, and con- 
firmed by the Church of England. I was very 
devoted when I was confirmed, less so in the 
following years. 

For ten years I was a regular soldier. This 
included four and a quarter years as a pris- 
oner of war in Italy and Germany. I was taken 
prisoner in Italy in early 1941 and was shot in 
the leg whilst trying to escape and lost a lot of 
blood from an artery. I was very low and 
depressed when I was taken to Germany 
when Italy capitulated. 




It was in Italy that I had what I can only 
describe as a God-given experience. There are 
no words for it though to a very few people I 
have tried to tell them something of it. It was 
only later that I better understood the words 
in 1 John 4 ‘ In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his son to 
be the expiation for our sin. Beloved, if God 
so loved us, we ought also to love one another 
for if we love one another God abides in us 
and his love is perfected in us.’ When I was 
free again I hoped to respond to that love 
however inadequately. 

I have always objected to the statement 
‘when I became a Christian’ Even when some 
have a ‘road to Damascus’ experience, 
becoming a Christian to my mind is a contin- 
uous endeavour. 

When peace time came I felt very vulnerable 
and diffident and after some time in the Far 
East, left the Army and got called to the Bar. 
This produced a 20-year spell in interesting 
work without any distinction! But it did 



include a very happy marriage and much 
loved children. 

We moved from London to this address in 
1955. Over the years I was a member of the 
PCC, the chairman of the Stewardship \. 
Committee and a church warden. 

The idea of becoming ordained was I sup- 
pose with me for many years. Perhaps I 
should have been ordained at once but I had a 
job I enjoyed and which merited a pension and 
the call, if I had one, could be suppressed. But 
eventually on retirement I had to offer myself 
for ordination. There was no alternative even 
though acceptance by my bishop seemed 
impossible at my age, then 72 or thereabouts. 

Of course being a priest has made other sorts 
of difficulties but the joy of working as one 
has far out-paced them. I have had much for 
which to be thankful.’ 



• There are about 238 non-stipendiary 
(unpaid) priests in the Oxford Diocese . 



BETHANY CHRISTIAN HOME 

for retired people 

2 Woodside 

Lipson, Plymouth PL4 8QE 

Tel/ Fax: Plymouth (01752) 220692 

Registered Charity No. 263727 

DEPUTY MANAGER 

To be involved in maintaining quality care in a 
residential setting for the elderly. 

Experience of staff management and 
administration an advantage. You will have an 
NVQ 3 in care or equivalent. There is an 
expectation that an NVQ 4 and Management 
qualification will be undertaken. Promotion 
prospects are possible. A Christian commitment 
is essential. 

Closing date for applications 27th July 2003 



Bethany Christian Home e-mail address: 

bethanyhomepl4@ bropenworld.com 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

* Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 
1 For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 




For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 



OXFORD 

BROOKES 

UNIVERSITY 



School of Arts 
and Humanities 



Discover the World of Languages! 

■ Chinese ■ French ■ German ■ Italian ■ Japanese 

■ Portuguese "Spanish "Swedish "Turkish 

■ Evening Courses start 6 October 2003 

■ Various levels: from absolute beginners to advanced level 

■ 1 0 week course of 1 .5 hours per week - Mondays, Tuesdays. 
Wednesdays or Thursdays, 5.30 to 7pm or 7 to 8.30pm 

Our group classes are small to enable students to enhance accuracy 
and increase fluency in a very short period of time 

For application forms and further information contact: 

Oxford Brookes Language Services 

Tel: 01865 483692 

Email: obls@brookes.ac.uk 

Oxford Brookes University 
Headington Campus 
Oxford 0X3 OBP 



www. broo kes.ac.uk 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 





• Garages • Workshops • Stables 

• Living Barns • Annexes • Offices 

• Poolhouses • Bespoke Projects 
Holmsley also supplies Feature Roof 
Trusses and Garden Pergolas ~ 
Please ask for our special leaflets. 



Please telephone 



for your complimentary 
booklet describing the 
historic and present day 
use of oak, or for further 
details about Holmsley 
Oak Craft and helpful 
advice on your project. 



For well over a century , generations of craftsmen at the New Forest's 
Holmsley Mill have created fine , enduring oak-framed buildings. 

Today, Oak Craft combines 
their traditional skills 
and love of oak with 
a belief in first 
class personal 



service and 
total design 
flexibility... 
making a real 
difference to discerning clients. 



Oak Craft, Keepers Garden, 

Email: mail@oakcraft.co.uk Website 



Winners of the Mortgage Finance Gazette Community Services Award 2001 



catholic 

building society 



Catholic Building Society is an independent 
mutual Building Society, owned by its Members 
and run for their long-term benefit 



mm 

' ; 7.7 ■■■' . 




Our principal objective Is to provide competitive 
savings and investment products which offer 
excellent value for our Members. Our Investment 
Accounts include ones which give Members an 
opportunity to support worthy causes 

We strive to help all prospective Borrowers to buy 
a home of their own, includi ng those who find it 
difficult to obtain mortgage facilities elsewhere 

We maintain sufficient reserves to safeguard 
Members’ funds and reflect our financial strength 






v ■ : 



Catholic Building Society 
7 Strutton Ground, Westminster 

Undo!* mwim 
We b : www.cath ol Ic b s *co, uk 
£ maihcathoiic (§> tal k 2 1 .com 

SjMH| nn&M 



m 



Postcode: 



FuH wntten datatls available on request. Mortage* subject to status end 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU 00 NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 



catholic 

building society 

Mutuality 

What does belonging to a mutual organisation mean to you? Here at the 
Catholic we think that it means a little more than a Building Society owned by 
its members. 

We believe that we need to look at the reasons why Building Societies 
prospered and then to try and maintain those traditional mutual values. 

We therefore want to provide a safe home for our investor's funds paying a 
good and fair market return whilst playing a broader role in the housing 
market by assisting those of more modest means onto the housing ladder. 

We thus try to ensure that a proportion of our lending is to those borrowers of 
a lower income grouping who may find it difficult to obtain loans through the 
more traditional channels. In particular, we look to direct some of our lending 
in the following areas: - 

• Assisting tenants to become homeowners through Right to Buy 

• Mortgages to assist single parents and those on low fixed incomes 

• Mortgages designed for First time buyers including Shared Ownership 
and Homebuy 

• Mortgages to Housing Associations or private landlords who are 
committed to providing social rented housing 

• Mortgages to Charities or other Bodies providing housing assistance to 
the homeless 

• Mortgages to elderly owner occupiers helping them to maintain their 
property or existing lifestyle 

Of course, the Society also provides a full range of competitive mortgage 
products tp assist our members, their families and friends. 

Why not give us a call to find out what the Society can offer to you. 
Alternatively, visit our website - www.catholicbs.co.uk. 

James Gilbourne 
Chief Executive 
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Side by Side 



We should abolish Section 28 



Section 28 of the Local Government Act 1988 requires:(l) A local authority shall not: (a) intentionally promote homosexuality or publish material with the intention of promot- 
ing homosexuality; (b) promote the teaching in any maintained school of the acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended family relationship.^) Nothing in subsection (1) above 
shall be taken to prohibit the doing of anything for the purpose of treating or preventing the spread of disease. 



says 

Alison Webster 



It’s nasty, ineffective and stigmatising 

THE only redeeming feature of Section 28 has been its unintended consequences. 
The most important of these, by far; was the formation of the Stonewall Group. 

Ten gay men and ten lesbians came together to oppose ‘the Clause’ and to commit 
themselves to working with all political parties for equal rights for lesbians and gay 
men in all spheres of life. Some were famous (eg Ian McKellen and Michael 
Cashman) - some much less so. But over the last 15 years Stonewall has worked 
hard towards equality in employment, recognition of civil partnerships, an equal 
age of consent, and equality in adoption, fostering, immigration and inheritance 
rights. Ian McKellen is now a ‘Sir’; Angela Mason (Director of Stonewall for most 
of that period) has an OBE (for services to the lesbian and gay community) and 
now heads up the Government’s Equalities Unit, and Michael Cashman is an MEP. 
It is no longer impossible to combine being ‘out’ as a gay or lesbian person with 
holding public office, and cultural attitudes towards same-sex relationships have 

shifted dramatically. Most young adults see sexu- 
VHi al diversity as simply a fact of life to be wel- 

corned, not a ‘moral dilemma’ to be solved. 

L In 1988, when controversy about ‘clause 28’ 

was at its 
height, 
things were 
very differ- 
ent. I was 
working 

for the Student Christian Movement, and at 
the annual Congress Clause 28 was debated 
and, in the end, opposed. Students who con- 
sidered ‘homosexuality’ to be sinful united 
with those for whom it was simply a gift from 
God, to oppose what they considered to be 
unjust and oppressive legislation. The debate 
was difficult and painful but the students 
recognised injustice when they saw it. 

Section 28 says that a local authority shall 
not, ‘intentionally promote homosexuality or publish material with the 
intention of promoting homosexuality’; or promote the teaching in any maintained 
school of the acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended family relationship’. 

The Education and Skills Act of 2000 removed any local authority responsibility 
for sex education, and it is now regulated by guidance set down by the Secretary of 
State in that Act and in the Education Act of 1996. So Section 28 is now largely 
redundant. 

Times have changed and the law must catch up 

Redundant or not, however, Section 28 continues to cause confusion and harm. It 
gets in the way of effective sexuality and relationships education in schools, and it 
gets in the way of teachers offering the support to gay and lesbian pupils that they 
need. And they do need it. For despite widespread changes in social attitudes to 
same-sex relationships, school pupils remain targets of vicious bullying for being, or 
being perceived to be, gay. As a recent publication on homophobic bullying in 
schools points out, “For many lesbians and gay men the term ‘bullying’ does not 
adequately describe their experiences of school, {gay men...} reported their clothes 
being set alight; having chemicals thrown on them during science lessons; being uri- 
nated upon; and burnt with cigarettes while being held down. Similar levels of vio- 
lence were experienced by lesbians - one young women wrote that she had been 
raped by a male pupil while another said that a group of pupils used to knock her 
down and drag her around the school playing field by her hair.”(l) 

The facts in 2003 remain as they were in 1988. Sexual identity formation is com- 
plex and little understood, but it cannot be ‘promoted’. To dismiss anyone’s inti- 
mate personal relationships as ‘pretended’ is deeply insulting and unfair: Section 28 
is a nasty, ineffective and stigmatising piece of legislation, originally designed by 
those who wanted to impose their own rigid moral proclivities on a diverse nation. 
They failed, thank God. Times have changed, and it’s time for the law to catch up. 
(1) ‘Safe for All’: A best practice guide to prevent homophobic bullying in secondary schools’, produced by 
Citizenship 21, the Stonewall Group, London. 

Alison Webster is Diocesan Social Responsibility Adviser. In the wake of Section 28 she 
worked for the Institute for the Study of Christianity and Sexuality and was a founder editor 
of the international journal 'Theology and Sexuality' (now published by Continuum). 




NO 

says 

Rachel Tingle 



Children need protection from gay propaganda 

WHY is it important to retain specific legislation banning local authorities from 
promoting homosexuality in schools and elsewhere, particularly as opponents of 
Section 28 argue it has harmful consequences such as preventing children being 
given objective information about homosexuality and preventing teachers curbing 
homophobic-inspired bullying? 

Both of these alleged harmful consequences of the legislation are untrue. First, as a 
circular issued by the Secretary of State for Scodand in 1988 stated, ‘Section 28 . . . 
will not prevent the objective discussion of homosexuality in the classroom or the 
counselling of pupils concerned about their sexuality.’ Secondly, as a ruling on 
Section 28 by Lord Gifford QC has stated, ‘. . . it is important to note that teachers 
retain the right, indeed the duty ... in protecting pupils from bullying and victimi- 
sation from other children who may taunt them because they or their parents are 
believed to be lesbian or gay.’ 

But if Section 28 does not have the harmful conse- 
quences its opponents allege, is it necessary, or does 
it merely enshrine prejudice against homosexuals? 

To understand why Section 28 is necessary it is 

important to 
understand the • 
situation in the 
1 980s which led 
to its introduc- 
tion. At that time 

the then Greater London Council (GLC), the 
Inner London Education Authority (ILEA) and 
certain London boroughs (notably Flaringey, 
Ealing and Hackney) were launching a campaign 
designed to present children with ‘positive 
images’ of homosexuality throughout the school 
curriculum. As part of this, ILEA, for instance, 
produced an 18-page resource guide of materials 
about homosexuality, including lesbian and gay 
literature, music and videos, considered suitable 
for use in secondary schools and the youth service (Haringey’s policy was to pro- 
mote positive images of homosexuality from nursery education upwards). Some of 
this material was frankly pornographic and most of it peddled aspects of gay ideol- 
ogy, which are provably untrue. These include arguments like 10% of people are 
homosexual (the true figure is around 1 % for males and less than half that for 
females) and that homosexuality is not a matter of choice and is an unchangeable 
condition. As the gay rights activist, Peter Tatchell, has argued, for many people 
homosexuality is a matter of choice; and many homosexuals will testify that it is a 
changeable condition. 

Response to concern not prejudice 
The aspect of most concern about this policy, however; was the degree to which it 
might actively promote homosexuality amongst children - particularly those who 
at puberty might develop otherwise short-lived adolescent same-sex crushes - by 
providing them with the names and addresses of gay and lesbian contact groups 
and so potentially locking them into a homosexual lifestyle. The London boroughs 
involved had not consulted parents before adopting this policy and many (particu- 
larly Christians and Muslims) learning of it were very angry and formed ‘Parents 
Rights’ groups to oppose it. At the same time sections of the press began to high- 
light the situation and various Christian groups were campaigning against it. It was 
in response to these widespread concerns - and not because of any prejudice 
against homosexuals by the then government - that Lord Halsbury introduced a 
Private Member’s Bill, which eventually formed the basis of Section 28. 

It should not be supposed that Section 28 has wholly prevented the promotion of 
homosexuality amongst young people using public money. As research by the 
Newcastle-based Christian Institute indicates, health authorities are able to circum- 
vent the legislation with ease; it also shows the enormous sums of public money 
flowing to homosexual groups and causes in general. However Section 28 has 
curbed the positive images campaign in our schools and, unless this is what parents 
truly want, the legislation should not be repealed. 

Rachel Tingle is a writer and journalist. Her publication Gay Lessons: How Public Funds 
are used to promote Homosexuality among Children and Young People (Pickwick Press, 
1986) contributed directly to the introduction of Section 28. 



Cartoon by Bill Caldwell first appeared in the Church Times 




Fxo Column 

The Great GM debate 

WE are in the middle of a 'great 
GM debate' launched by the gov- 
ernment. The objective is to 
'ensure all voices are heard' 
before decisions about growing 
G M crops in Britain are made. If 
you would like to be one of the 
voices go to www.gmnation.org.uk 
where there is an opportunity to 
comment, and details of six pub- 
lic meetings. 

Over the last three years a major 
study into the effects of growing 
GM crops has been conducted in 
the UK. The results will be pub- 
lished partly this year and partly 
next. The debate is taking place 
before most of this evidence is pro- 
duced. It is tempting to wonder if 
the decision has already been 
taken. 

To help us to form our views on 
G M there is an enormous amount 
of information available. Much of 
it is conflicting, and requires us to 
look not only at the facts but to 
assess how these could unfold in 
the future in terms of public 
health and world farming. GM is 
a topic that invites an emotional 
as well as a rational response. 
This is reasonable because it is a 
spiritual issue; science can help 
us, but the decisions are about 
our part in the evolution of God's 
creation and about the direction 
that the world should take. 

It is claimed that GM foods can 
feed the world, but against this 
are the unquantifiable risks to 
health and the environment, and 
the possible adverse effects upon 
third world farmers. Decisions 
about technology are not just 
about present economics or even 
solving current problems, they are 
also about our grandchildren and 
about our role in creation; they 
call for both caution and courage. 
To make these decisions we need 
information. Much of this is avail- 
able on the website given above 
and from various commercial and 
environmental organisations. A 
World Development Group 
Briefing Paper is available on the 
Diocese of Oxford website. 

In addition to the technical infor- 
mation we also need to know what 
we are eating, this means full 
labelling of all food. 

GM is too important for us to 
ignore We need to decide, to make 
our views known, and to ensure that 
our shopping reflects our views. 

Adrian Hopwood 
Adrian is chairperson of AChRE 



Can you help us reach 
more of those in 
material need in 
Reading? 

Christian Community Action, 
a charity which recycles 
furniture to those in need, is 
looking for a Chief Executive 
who is able to lead us through 
the next ten years of outreach 
to those in social need. 

The Trustees are looking 
for someone: 

• with a heart for the poor 

• vision 

• enthusiasm 

• good communication skills 

• managerial experience 

• and a thriving personal 
relationship with God 

For further details 
please contact: 

Mr Peter Spriggs 
Christian Community Action 
369 Oxford Road 
Reading RG30 1 HA 

0118 951 2336 

or e-mail: 

peter.spriggs@ccam.org.uk 



CONNECT TWO 

Are you a single, 
widowed or unattached 
Christian seeking 
friends, companion or 
future partner? 
Connect Two can help. 

Tel: 01604 643663 

E-mail: 

EDMesttwD20B0@iiitiRail.coii 



DIRECT NATIONWIDE 

Work from home 
casting and painting 
miniature cottages on a 
full or part / basis. Good 
rates of pay. Small initial 
outlay, for FREE 
information pack, 
send a S.A.E. to 

(Dept SL) CLASSIC COTTAGES, 
32 Nantwich Road, Wrenbury, 
Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 8EN 
or Tel: 

0870 0660 401 

Fax: 0870 0660 402 

Email: cliris.f@manutil.com 
www.classiccottage8.free-onfine.co.uk 



ninny choral m 

will be advertising the post of 

Musical Director 

in September. 

For further details contact 
Wendy Hawkins on: 01491 576929 



SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 
fsiltd@aol.com 



PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN'S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 




THE NATIONAL 
AUTISTIC SOCIETY 



FUN FLEXIBLE 
VOLUNTEERING 

Can you spend a couple of hours a 
week to befriend someone affected 
by autism? 

Do you have a skill or an interest 
you can share? 

Training & Expenses provided 

Please contact Emma on: 

0117 974 8409 

or 

Email: emmagwynne@nas.org.uk 
to find out more 
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A careful blend of Manuka Honey 
& Bee Venom 

The healing properties of the Manuka Tree have 
long been part of New Zealand folklore and recent 
scientific and medical evidence supports this. 
The benefits of Bee Venom have long been known 
- and bee venom therapy is stilt used today to ease 
the pain of Arthritis, Bursitis and Tendonitis. 
Recent clinical trials conducted in New Zealand 
found that two thirds of patients suffering from 
Arthritis had significant pain relief and increased 
mobility after using Nectar Ease™. 

Now also available is Nectar Ease™ Plus, 
incorporating Glucosamine Sulphate. 

For a free information pack 

Freephone: 0800 783 0942 

Or write to: Nectar Ease UK Ltd 
1 Bradfield Road, Field End Road, 
South Ruislip HA4 0 NU 
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Comment 



‘We have everything to gain from overcoming our fears, looking 
past the labels, and being willing to learn from each other’ 



I realise the dismay which my nomi- 
nation as Bishop of Reading has 
caused some individuals and church 
communities in the Archdeaconry of 
Berkshire and beyond. I understand 
and respect those concerns, which I 
know are based on a genuine desire 
to be faithful to Christ. In so far as I 
can, I would like to try to alleviate 
them. 

I have already had a number of 
helpful meetings with some of the 
leading objectors to my nomination. 
These meetings have been frank, 
friendly, prayerful and constructive, 
and have encouraged me to believe 
that there is a way forward through 
continuing dialogue. It is this kind 
of personal exchange that can best 
help us see past the labels we stick on 
each other, and realise that we are all 
genuinely trying to serve the God we 
love as members of his Son’s Body. 
So I hope there will be many more 
such meetings. 

Nevertheless it has become clear 
that it would also help if I clear up a 
number of points in a written statement. 

My personal view about 
homosexual relationships 

My own view is that there is a sound 
argument from scripture and tradi- 
tion in favour of Christians accept- 
ing same-sex relationships, provided 
they are based on a personal 
covenant of lifelong faithfulness. I 
would not term such a relationship a 
‘marriage’, but I believe it could be 
understood as a legitimate covenant- 
ed relationship. My arguments for 
this view are set out most fully in a 
booklet entitled Permanent Faithful 
Stable , first published in 1990 and 
updated in 2000. Practically the 
same text also appears as a chapter 
of a book entitled The Way 
Forward?, published by the St 
Andrew’s Day Group in 1999. 

Following the Lambeth 
Conference, I also gave a talk enti- 
tled ‘Post-Lambeth Reflections’ to an 
Affirming Catholicism Conference, 
which was informally photocopied 
and privately distributed. This talk 
reflects the anger that I and many 
others felt in the wake of Lambeth 
‘98. I regret its excessively personal 
and polemical tone, and the fact that 
as a result of the controversy about 
my appointment it has, ironically, 
been given far wider circulation than 
was ever intended. Even this talk, 
however emphasised as its main 
point the need for continuing, care- 
ful, respectful dialogue on the basis 
of scripture and tradition - as 
opposed to those who simply ‘rub- 



bish’ the conservative view and 
reject the witness of scripture and 
tradition out of hand. I have made 
the point repeatedly that it is only 
such serious engagement with scrip- 
ture that can lead all of us deeper 
into God’s truth. I am sorry if the 
rhetoric of the talk detracted from 
that overriding aim. 

I need to be dear, too, that I have 
every respect for those, of whichever 
gender or orientation, who out of 
personal conviction and in obedi- 
ence to their understanding of scrip- 
ture and tradition, have committed 
themselves to a life of celibacy, often 
at great personal cost. 

Contrary to the impression given, 
these writings on the subject of 
homosexuality are a very small pro- 
portion of my published work. Most 
of my publications have been con- 
cerned with biblical and sacramental 
theology, Anglican Catholicism, cat- 
echetics, apologetics, evangelism and 
church growth. The issue of homo- 
sexuality has hardly entered into my 
teaching and speaking in Southwark 
or elsewhere for the past six years - 
and it occupied little of my time 
before that. I do not accept the 
press’s labelling of me as a ‘gay 
rights campaigner’, nor do I believe 
that those who know me and work 
with me would recognise this 
description of me. 

How my personal view 
relates to the role of 
area bishop 

I recognise that my personal view is 
not that of the majority of 
Christians, nor the official view of 
the Church of England. I also recog- 
nise that a bishop does not enjoy the 
same liberty of expression as an indi- 
vidual theologian. I have therefore 
stated publicly that I will abide by 
the teaching and discipline of the 
Church in this area, which is the 
House of Bishops’ statement, Issues 
in Human Sexuality. However, since 
I have strongly criticised this docu- 
ment in print, and continue to be 
personally critical of it, I need to be 
clear what I believe ‘abiding by’ this 
document means, and why I believe 
I can say this without hypocrisy. 

It is not unusual for a bishop to be 
in personal conflict with a public 
position which his office obliges him 
to uphold. To be in a position of 
loyal dissent calls for patience and 
can be uncomfortable, but it is not 
dishonourable. In fact it is essential 
for the development of the Church’s 
teaching. A good analogy is the situ- 
ation of the bishops who argued in 



favour of women’s ordination for 
many years before 1992, but who 
waited for the Church officially to 
change its view before acting to 
ordain them. It would in my view 




A personal 
statement from 

Canon 
Jeffrey John 



have been wrong for those bishops 
to have forestalled the collective 
decision by acting unilaterally, 
because to do so undermines unity 
and order. 

Similarly, I have argued in favour of 
the Church blessing same-sex part- 
nerships, and will continue to argue 
for it when invited to do so in the 
councils of the Church. But I have 
never felt able to perform such a 
blessing, because to do so is not yet 
a rite of the Church. I agree with the 
recent statement of the primates of 
the Anglican Communion that the 
lack at this time of a theological con- 
sensus for same-sex unions precludes 
the use of rites of blessing. Priests, 
and still more bishops, can only per- 
form the functions which the 
Church authorises them to perform. 
It follows that as Bishop of Reading 
I would not perform or authorise 
same-sex blessings, unless and until 
the Church authorises them. 
Furthermore, I agree with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s letter to 
primates, issued on his appointment, 
in which he states that this matter 
cannot be settled by a single diocese 
or even province without some 
wider agreement in the Communion 
as a whole. 

‘Abiding by’ Issues in Human 
Sexuality means that I will not act as 



a maverick against the Church’s 
teaching and discipline as that docu- 
ment sets it out. Although area bish- 
ops in the Diocese of Oxford have 
traditionally exercised a high degree 
of autonomy, my theological under- 
standing of the suffragan’s role 
would not in any case allow me to 
deviate from the policies of the 
diocesan. So, for example, in matters 
of selection for ordination, making 
clergy appointments, or in exercising 
clergy discipline, my policies, proce- 
dures and criteria will follow his. If a 
doubtful case arises, or one in which 
my own conscience and convictions 
threaten to colour my judgment, I 
will refer the case to him. I admit to 
taking comfort in the fact that, as a 
suffragan, the ultimate hard deci- 
sions would not be mine. 

Even so, I do not underestimate the 
painful tensions and dilemmas that 
could arise. I will continue to hope, 
pray and argue for a change in the 
current discipline which makes such 
hard decisions necessary, and which, 
in my view, penalises honesty and 
openness. But I will not use the epis- 
copal role as a ‘platform’ for pub- 
licly promoting my views about 
homosexual relationships. I am not 
driven by a ‘liberal agenda’, and this 
subject will be far from my main 
concern as a bishop. However, I will 
state my view in the councils of the 
Church, or when invited to con- 
tribute to the continuing debate of 
this subject that is called for both by 
Issues in Human Sexuality and by 
the 1998 Lambeth Conference. 

About my personal life 

I am a homosexual. As I stated in my 
‘Post-Lambeth Reflections’, I have 
been in the kind of covenant rela- 
tionship I have described above since 
1976, and will remain so. I regard 
this life partnership as a gift and 
vocation from God. The relation- 
ship does not, however, involve sex- 
ual expression. It falls within the 
‘gift of same-sex friendship... of 
companionship and sexual absti- 
nence’ in which the nine diocesan 
bishops who have publicly spoken 
against my appointment have said 
that they rejoice. 

Nor is it the case that sexual expres- 
sion was recently abandoned for the 
sake of preferment. The relationship 
ceased to be sexual in the 1990s at 
the time when Issues in Human 
Sexuality was becoming the policy 
document by which clergy were 
being called to abide. I have had, 
and I still have, an overriding regard 
for the mind of the Church in its 



interpretation of scripture, whatever 
my personal interpretation. This 
means that I have always submitted 
the facts of this relationship both to 
my confessors and to my canonical 
superiors, and I have obeyed their 
direction. 

My partner and I have never lived 
together (apart from one brief period 
while he was moving house) because 
our separate ministries have never 
made it possible to do so. However, 
we rely on each other for support 
and spend as much free time togeth- 
er as possible. I am therefore making 
this statement (despite my distaste 
for having to make such private mat- 
ters public) for the avoidance of any 
doubt about what this closeness 
implies. 

My hope for the Church 

The main focus of my ministry to 
date has been on growing the 
Church, and growth would be my 
aim for the Archdeaconry of 
Berkshire too - growth in depth of 
faith and knowledge, and growth in 
numbers. As I said in my first press 
release, we know that over 70 per 
cent of the population believe in 
God, and over 50 per cent call them- 
selves ‘C of E’, yet only a small pro- 
portion worship in our churches. 
We need to challenge their latent 
faith to become a living, active faith. 
But we also need to challenge our- 
selves: to make sure that what we 
offer in our churches - our worship, 
welcome and teaching - attracts 
them, meets their needs, and draws 
them to Christ. 

My churchmanship is strongly 
Catholic, but I have been helped and 
inspired throughout my ministry by 
close co-operation with Evangelical 
Christians and communities. I am 
very clear that in order to achieve 
growth, non-Evangelical churches 
need to learn from Evangelical expe- 
rience and Evangelical seriousness 
about scripture and doctrine, and to 
gain an Evangelical heart for mis- 
sion. All of us have everything to 
gain from overcoming our fears and 
suspicions, looking past the labels, 
and being willing to learn from each 
other. It is exacdy this kind of co-oper- 
ation which is needed to allow the 
Spirit to bring the growth across the 
board for which we yearn and pray. 

In the clamour of the current con- 
troversy this co-operation for 
growth might seem almost a vain 
hope. I am sure it is not. I am con- 
tinuing to pray for it, and I believe 
we will achieve it, together; with the 
help of God. 



OPEN UP YOUR WORLD 

and heart to a young person from 
another country. Help them 
realise their dream of studying in 
a UK high school. 

Can you welcome a young person, 
just starting out, into your home for 
a school year from September? 

Let them learn from your daily life 
while you learn about their culture. 



Gillian and Stephen Eggleton live in a small 
hamlet in Norfolk, but this past year have 
gained a wider perspective on the world as 
volunteers hosting 17 year old Man Yuk, an AFS 
high school student from Hong Kong. The 
couple, long time members of the Right Hand 
Christian Community Church, were drawn to 
Man Yuk, also a committed Christian since she 
attended a church camp at 14. 

During her academic year in the UK, Man Yuk 
has become a member of the local church 
community, attending services and youth club 
regularly and singing in a musical written by her 
host father. "The Tree” tells the gospel story 
from the tree of life onwards and was 
performed on 4 village greens to audiences of 
200 each time. 

Gillian and Stephen enjoyed learning that Man 
Yuk sung the same Christian songs in her native 
Cantonese, they have always sung in English. 
Apparently the services in the two countries are 
quite similar. They also enjoyed meeting Man 
Yuk' s international friends in their community, 
girls from Japan, Russian and Germany. 

If, like the Eggletons, you would like to open up 
your world by hosting an AFS student, please 
call 01.13 242 6136. 



Please call us: 

0113 242 6136 
www.afs.org 




AFS, the global charity dedicated to 
peace through intercultural learning, 
needs your help. Volunteer with 
us to welcome youngsters from 25 
countries. 





Premier Christian Radio & 
Pilgrim Travel (UK) Ltd 

invite you to join our 

Revelation Alive Cruise 2003 

In Greece & Turkey 

in the footsteps of St. Paul & St. John the Divine 

30 th October - 8th November 2003 

Led by:- Revd. Dr. Rob Frost 8 t 
The Very Revd, Colin Semper 

Featuring:- Adrian Plass - Bryn Haworth 
- Paul Field - Revd. Martin Turner 

Telephone: 0870 7945345 
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Memorials & Cremation plaques 
Wide choice of designs 
All types of stone, marble & granite 
Renovations & additional inscriptions 
Prompt personal service 


ABINGDON 

(01235) 520617 - (01235) 528285 

jjMt. FAX: (01235) 530739 

JpS www.abingdon-stone.co.uk 

> 161 A OCK STREET, ABINGDON, OXON 



PARSONS mOUGH THE AGES 

A Collection of country clerics, 
good, bad, and so so 

By John Houghton 
Published by, and available from 

HATFIELD BOOKS 

18 Cornelia Close, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK2 3LX 
ISBN 0-954 2664 0-4 £8.50 
Individual copies by post £9.50 inc. p&p. 
Cheques payable to Hatfield Books 



Qualified or Part Qualified 

PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANT 

Required on a PART - TIME basis by an 
expanding sole practitioner near Bicester. 

You will have established expertise in preparing tax 
returns and accounts for small companies, partnerships, 
sole traders and private clients. Bookkeeping, payroll 
and VAT work will also be involved. You will need to be 
skilled in SAGE accounting software and be used to 
working on your own initiative at home. 

Please apply by sending your CV to: John Hine FCA, 
SLADE HOUSE, KIRTLINGTON, OXFORD OX5 3JA 



THE DOOR : JULY 2003 



9 



In my view 



Letters 



to the editor 



Why I oppose this appointment 



WHY have I, a long-serving mem- 
ber of Bishop’s Council, together 
with a number of area deans and 
over 100 other clergy and laity 
found it necessary to oppose 
Bishop Richard’s choice for the 
next Bishop of Reading? Why 
has the nomination of Jeffrey 
John created such a furore across 
the Church of England and the 
world-wide Anglican 

Communion? Let me„begin by 
making one thing very clear. We 
are not objecting to Canon 
John's sexual orientation. We are committed 
to sharing the Christian gospel and offering 
welcome and pastoral care to everyone, het- 
erosexual or homosexual. 

Falls at the first hurdle 

As part of the process of choosing a new bish- 
op, a ‘person specification’ was produced 
after wide consultation. Its first line refers to 
the requirements of the ordinal and, in par- 
ticular, the need for ‘holiness of life and 
Christian orthodoxy’. Bishop Richard has 
made clear that he believes that Dr John is the 
person who best meets what the diocese was 
looking for. I, and many others, believe that 
the case for Dr John fell at that first hurdle. 
We are unable to support his appointment 
because of his past and present teaching. He 
does not believe, as the bible teaches and the 
bishops of the Church of England continue to 
teach that for Christians the only acceptable 
context for sexual intercourse is within het- 
erosexual marriage. He has been, and contin- 
ues to be, a public advocate of same-sex 
unions. He has criticised in extraordinarily 
strong terms the position adopted by the 
Bishops of the Anglican Communion at 
Lambeth in 1998 and the position of the 
English Bishops in their document Issues in 
Human Sexuality. 

Dr John has expressed regret for the tone, 
but not the substance, of some of his previous 
statements. He says that as a bishop he 
would ‘uphold’ the church’s teaching on 
homosexual relationships - and yet continue 
to argue against it in the councils of the 
church. He has not been willing to make any 
statement of regret about his own previous 
life-style which was for many years contrary 
to the teaching of scripture, and contrary to 
the discipline of the church which he would 
as a bishop have to teach and exemplify. We 



do not find that position credible 
or realistic. 

It raises wider issues 

The appointment also raises 
issues which go far wider than 
the concerns of the Diocese of 
Oxford, important though those 
are. They raise first, as Bishop 
Richard has acknowledged, fun- 
damental issues about the 
authority of scripture and how it 
is to be applied today. The Bible 
is clear that the only place for 
sexual intercourse is within het- 
erosexual marriage. Every single biblical text 
which speaks of same-sex sexual activity is 
negative. Dr John is one of a minority of 
scholars who dispute the traditional interpre- 
tation of those passages - and their views 
have been rejected by most biblical scholars. 

Second, this appointment is deeply divisive. 
It threatens to undermine the unity of the 
church - and indeed is already doing so. It 
also places the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
already wrestling with the dangers of frag- 
mentation of the Anglican Communion aris- 
ing from events in North America, in a very 
difficult position. In that context this 
appointment could only make matters much 
worse, as is sadly evident from recent public 
statements by bishops and archbishops in this 
country and across the world. Yes, the issues 
need to be debated and discussed in the 
church. No, it is neither necessary nor even 
helpful to that discussion to pre-empt the 
argument by such a controversial appoint- 
ment. Indeed, if the concern is to allow Dr 
John to contribute to the debate, he would 
clearly be able to do so much more freely if he 
were not a bishop. 

Distraction from our task 

Perhaps most tragic of all is that this furore is 
an enormous distraction from our primary 
task of proclaiming God’s love and forgive- 
ness to a needy world - sharing life. I would 
much rather be talking to my colleagues, 
friends and neighbours about that than the 
significance of Issues in Human Sexuality. 
This proposed appointment is a huge distrac- 
tion, and so unnecessary. I pray that, even 
yet, wiser counsels may prevail. 

Dr Philip Giddings is a Licensed Lay Minister 
at Greyfriars Church, Reading and formerly 
Diocesan Lay Chairman. 




Views of Jeffrey John’s appointment * Harry Potter v the Bible 



A Lesbian View 

WE are writing as concerned 
and committed members of 
the Anglican community in 
the Oxford Diocese. 

People wonder why the 
Anglican church is becoming 
increasingly out of touch with 
the society we live in. In this 
country we aim to be a society 
that believes in embracing peo- 
ple of all races, religions, disabil- 
ity, sexuality and surely the 
Church should embrace and 
espouse these values and beliefs? 

My partner and I have previ- 
ously experienced the rejection 
of the Church because of our 
sexuality and despite this our 
sincere wish is to continue to 
express our faith as members 
of the local church. We feel 
that Bishop Richard’s stance is 
supportive not just of Jeffrey 
John but also of the many les- 
bian and gay people that are 
committed members of congre- 
gations everywhere. 

Trish Wickstead and Gill Palmer 



Let’s pray for God’s will 

I am a committed Christian 
living in a same-sex relation- 
ship in Reading and would 
like to publicly support Canon 
John’s appointment. 

As many Christians, he will 
have given much prayer and 
thought to his life, including 
his relationship with his part- 
ner. He has shown a lot of 
dignity and obedience in 
choosing not to physically 
express his love, in line with 
Church of England teachings. 

I am concerned about mes- 
sages that non-Christian gay 
and heterosexual people may 
have received from the divi- 
sion. It may be difficult for 
those who do not yet know 
Christ to believe in His love, 
compassion and joyful will- 
ingness to embrace all who 
come to Him, if as Christians 
we aren’t seen to embrace and 
cherish each other in spite of 
our differences. 

Instead of Canon John’s sup- 
porters or those against his 
appointment praying for their 
own agenda, perhaps it is 



more fitting that any interest- 
ed Christians pray humbly 
and patiendy for GOD’s will to 
be done, however challenging 
or disappointing that may be. 
Sarah Jackson 
Caversham 



Increasing membership? 

ONE of the main objects of 
the church of England at the 
present time is to increase its 
membership. By appointing 
Jeffrey John as Bishop of 
Reading, the Bishop of 
Oxford will cause great dis- 
pleasure amongst the vast 
majority of Christians. No 
amount of trendy weasel 
words will make ordinary 
people consider homosexual 
practices acceptable. 

Bishop Richard should 
reward one of his own parish 
priests who have done well 
for the Oxford Diocese. This 
would be a great encourage- 
ment to parochial clergy. 
Richard M.A. Lawson 
Maidenhead 



He could withdraw 
WOULD it not be wiser today 
for the Bishop to consult with 
his clergy before appointing 
an Area Bishop of Reading 
when clearly, after two excel- 
lent previous Bishops, the 
choice of Revd. Jeffrey John is 
highly controversial and 
unwelcome as an avowed 
homosexual with a living 
‘partner’ since college days? 

Dr. John also has little parish 
experience and largely has 
worked only in Diocesan 
offices in Southwark. 

His comments in Reading 
papers have not helped his case 
and the young man could easi- 
ly withdraw before October 
The Revd Patrick N.S. Phillips 
Earley, Reading 



Consultation process 

IT has been a privilege, and a 
solemn task under God, to 
have been involved in the con- 
sultation process with the 
archdeacons of Berkshire and 
Buckingham, with Philip 
Giddings, and with Bishop 



Richard at various points in 
the decisions he has made 
over the recent appointments. 
We know that the early wide- 
spread consultation in the 
Diocese was enormously 
appreciated. 

We recognise that there are 
sincerely held differences of 
view on this matter, but we 
have to say we are disappoint- 
ed that the announcement of 
Jeffrey John’s appointment has 
been met with such hostility in 
some quarters. There is an 
essential difference between 
the freedom of an academic 
theologian to dissent from the 
tradition received, and the 
responsibility of a bishop to 
guard the historic faith, and 
Jeffrey John well understands 
this difference. He was com- 
mended as an outstanding 
pastor; preacher, teacher and 
scholar and we were greatly 
impressed by his demeanour 
and his presentation. 

We feel sure that Alan 
Wilson and Jeffrey John will 
bring many, complementary, 
gifts to the Diocese of Oxford. 
We urge that, at this difficult 
time for many, we hold togeth- 
er in our unity in Christ for the 
sake of his Kingdom, accepting 
the decisions that have been 
made and praying for them as 
they approach their consecra- 
tion and their work as col- 
leagues in the senior staff team 
in this Diocese. 

Canon Simon Brown 
Chairman of House of Clergy 
Mrs Penny Keens 
Chairman of the House of Laity 



And now for something 
completely different! 

I note that the theme of this 
year’s St Andrew’s Church 
Fete at East Hagbourne is 
‘Harry Potter’. Why is the 
church promoting this book 
when it could be raising 
awareness of The Bible? 

I understand that God gave us 
his Word to be a lamp to our feet. 
It is our privilege and responsibil- 
ity to make it known to others. 
Mark Hillier 
Didcot 




WANTED URGENTLY 

To play at St. Mary's, Uffington 

for 10.00am Service 3-4 times month and the 
occasional Festival. 

No formal choir, so few other commitments. 

A small remuneration and travelling costs will be paid 

Please telephone: 01367 820668 for further details 



OXFORD 

BROOKES 

UNIVERSITY 



School of Arts 
and Humanities 



Use your language skills 

to develop an international career in 

Simultaneous Interpreting 

Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 September, 

Weekend Taster Seminar in Spanish/English or 
English/Spanish simultaneous interpretation. 

An introduction to the adrenaline-charged field of conference 
interpreting, and the exciting career possibilities it can offer. 

Entry requirement is a good command of both English and Spanish, 
with one as your mother tongue. 

A full simultaneous interpreting course starts on 21 October. 

For information contact 

Oxford Brookes Language Services 

Tel: 01865 483692 

Email: obls@brookes.ac.uk 

Oxford Brookes University 
Headington Campus 
Oxford OX3 OBP 



www.brookes.ac.uk 



Depaul Trust, works with homeless people throughout the UK, helping them to move from the 
streets to independent living. Their journey maybe hard but we ensure they never give 
up . .one resident shares his experience - 7 moved to Depaul Trust’s shared house in 2002, I 
was looking forward to meeting the other tenants and I found them friendly ; which made me 
comfortable. We started going out together and doing things we all enjoy; these things have 
become part of my good memories l will never forget. We live like a family - this gives us 
trust in each other. I thank Depaul Trust for giving me the help I need and the chance to 
meet these people'. 



We urgently need donations to carry on this 
vital work. 

Please pledge your support. 



DEPAUL rtr- \ 
TRUST S\ & 



Charity Ho. 8023*4 



I Yes, f would like to make a donation of ..... Mr/Mrs/M$ ... 

I Please make dieques payabse toe fiopaoi Trust or debit my ^ A<}c _ 
| Visa/Mastercard/CAF (please delete) 

| Card No: 

I Card Deleters rcgme , 



XjnatvH e 22 , to; 

Omul Trust (0CPT 0W. FRCKPOST It LON ©424. 

*ptry date Today* date wte 3 er oao 7938 out 

J Please tick if you would like information on regular giving. D if you would like intormation on legacies 
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COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC • Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



Ofl£ BtDROOfTltD FLATS TO RtllT 

in sheltered housing scheme near 
Rickmansworth, Herts. 

Quiet residential area. Independent living 
accommodation with resident manager 
on-site (Mon-Fri 9-5), alarm system, 
communal gardens/lounge. 

Contact resident manager Mary Mathieson 
for informal chat. Sorry, no pets. 

Tel: 01923 897069 






Church Tea Guide 



edited by Pam Gordon 




Prayer Diary for July and August 



Bedgrove Church of the Holy Spirit 
Coffee Shop open 10-12 noon every 
Thursday and first Saturdays in the 
month. All proceeds to Tearfund. 
01296 394759. 

Bourne End St Nicholas' Hedsor 
open Sunday afternoons until the end 
of August, 2.30-4.30; tea is served. 
01628 530181. 

Bletchington St Giles' Church open 
after recent restoration Saturday 
afternoons from 2-4pm until 6 
September. Tea and biscuits avail- 
able. 01869 350491. 

Blewbury St Michael's Sunday 
afternoons, 3-5pm until the end of 
September. 01235 851022. 
Dorchester Abbey Tea Room (in the 
Abbey House next to the 
museum) open 3-5pm Saturdays, 
Sundays, bank holiday Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays until 28 
September. 01865 340054. 
Dropmore (Littleworth Common 
near Burnham Beeches) St Anne's 
cream teas until 31 August, 3.30- 
5.30pm. 01628 520098. 
Eilesborough St Peter and St Paul 
open Sundays and bank holiday 
Mondays to 28 September, 

2-5. 30pm, light refreshments. 

01844 343897. 

Grove Cornerstone Coffee Shop 
Mondays-Saturdays 10-4pm, coffee, 
lunches, teas. 01235 772280. 

Great Missenden SS Peter and Paul 
offers cream teas Sundays until 28 
September, 3-5pm. Scones, cakes 
and cold refreshments also available. 
01494 863476. 

Hughenden Cream teas at Church 
House Sundays and bank holiday 
Mondays until the end of October, 

2. 15-5. 15pm. Mid-week teas for 
groups can be booked with Judy 



Dauncey 01494 562972. 

Hurley Cream teas at the church 
Sundays and bank holiday Mondays 
throughout the summer 3-5. 30pm. 
01628 822032. 

Kidlington St Mary's open for sum- 
mer teas Sundays 3.30 -5.30pm 
until 14 September. 

Hambleden Tea concerts 13 July, 

27 July, 17 August 3.30-4.15pm. 
Maidenhead St Mary's Church 
(High St) Coffee Break Thursdays 
9.30am -12 noon. Coffee and tea 
with homemade cakes. 01628 
522456. 

Milton Keynes Food Corner open all 
year except Christmas to New Year 
and bank holidays. Mondays-Fridays 
10am-4pm: freshly made sandwich- 
es, hot snacks, home-made cakes. 
01908 237777. 

Reading The Link Coffee Shop 
(Churches Together in Tilehurst) 
opposite the Co-op. Open 10-4pm 
Monday-Friday, 10 -2pm, Satur- 
days (closed 18 August -1 Septem- 
ber). 0118 945 1401. 

Wendover Teas at St Mary's Church 
Sundays until September, 2.30-5pm 
(church open without teas Saturdays 
2.30-5pm). 01296 622088. 
Wheatley St Mary the Virgin open 
on Saturdays 10am-12 noon; ref- 
reshments available. 01865 872116. 
Wingrave Cream teas at Wingrave 
Church Sundays June to August, 
3-6pm. 01296 681250. 

Windsor Refreshments at the Parish 
Church Saturdays 10.30am-4.30pm 
until September; ploughman's lunch- 
es 12-2pm. 01753 852512. 



Researched by Philip Skelton a member of 
St Mary the Virgin Church, Hambleden 
where he is a volunteer youth leader. 



[Creation and Creativity 



6-18 July 

Wycliffe Hall Oxford Summer 
School; speakers include Elaine 
Storkey, Alister McGrath, 
Bishops James Jones and Tom 
Wrighti £80 for work; £20 day 
wwu \ wycliffe . ox.ac.uk. 

Places still available: details and 



The 3 Counties Car and 
Motoitoike Treasure Hunt 

9 August in aid of Children's 
Society 9am - 5pm Hunt the 
treasure through Oxon, Wilts 
and Berks. Book soon: places 
limited! 

beth.read@childrenssociety. 

0 * 1 * 70 2 n er\ 



JULY 

To you alone , O Lord , to you 
alone , and not to us, must glory 
be given because of your con- 
stant love and faithfulness ” 
Psalm 115.1 

Let us pray to God our Father for: 

Tue 1st Wallingford Deanery. 
Parish of St Mary Cholsey and 
Andrew Petit during his study 
leave. Parish of St Peter Didcot, 
especially churchwardens during 
the vacancy beginning in 
August. Area dean - Edwin 
Clements; synod lay chairman - 
Graham Coy; clergy - Lydia 
Cook, Clive Windebank; ecu- 
menical representative - Mrs 
Walker. 

Wed 2nd Blewbury, Hagbourne 
and Upton: clergy - Edwin 
Clements; licensed lay ministers - 
David Dendy, Jenny Loder. 

Thu 3rd THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
Fri 4th Didcot All Saints (Group 
Ministry with Didcot St Peter): 
clergy - Andrew Coleby, Allen 
Edwards; licensed lay ministers - 
Nick Hards, Stuart Roberts. 

Sat 5th Ladygrove: clergy - Josie 
Midwinter. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 6th Newly ordained priests 
and deacons as they begin their 
Sunday liturgical ministries. 

Mon 7th Didcot St Peter: clergy 
- Nicholas Gandy, Sister 
Patricia. 

Tue 8th South Moreton with 
North Moreton, Aston Tirrold 
and Aston Upthorpe: clergy - 
Christopher Walker. 

Wed 9th Crowmarsh Gifford St 
Mary Magdalene and Newnham 
Murren: clergy - Janet Russell. 
Thu 10th Wallingford Team 
Ministry: clergy - David Rice, 
Janet Russell, Mark Rudall, 
Jim Spence; licensed lay minis- 



Fri 11th Harwell with Chilton: 
clergy - Chris Stott, Jean 
Barton, Rosanna Martin; 
licensed lay ministers - Robert 
Thomas, Steve Ward. 

Sat 12th Cholsey St Mary: cler- 
gy - Andrew Petit. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 13th For all who offer an 
opportunity for spiritual 
refreshment and reflection — 
spiritual directors, retreat and 
quiet day leaders, and the 
places provided as sanctuaries 
of stillness. 

Mon 14th Streatley with 
Moulsford: clergy - Elias 
Polomski, John Mackney. 

Tue 15th Organists, choirs 
and music groups, the trusts 
and schools that support 
church music and the teachers 
who tutor singing and playing 
instruments. 

Wed 1 6th The Oxford Diocesan 
Guild of Church Bellringers and 
their branches in our deaneries, 
tower captains and teams. 

Thu 17th Newport Deanery. 
The health of the clergy. 
Those responding to the 
vacancy in Olney. Country 
churches and their sense of 
vision and focus so that shar- 
ing life is more than just keep- 
ing going. The newly appoint- 
ed lay chairman and the work 
of synod with its new team. 
Area dean - Maurice Stanton- 
Saringer; synod lay chairman - 
Rod Cannon; ecumenical repre- 
sentative - Mrs A Slee. 

Fri 18th Gate: clergy -Alexander 
Murdoch; licensed lay minister - 
Geoff Morris. 

Sat 19th Hanslope with 
Castlethorpe: clergy - Gary 
Ecclestone; licensed lay minister 
- Eric Dodworth. 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 20th All for whom the 
lakes and waterways of the dio- 
cese provide work, recreation 
and pleasure. We pray for 
mutual respect and care of the 
environment. 

Mon 21st Lamp: clergy - Ian 
Pusey, Harold Lowndes; licensed 
lay ministers - Ann Foakes, 
Priscilla Parry. 

Tue 22nd MARY MAGDALENE 

Wed 23rd Newport Pagnell with 
Lathbury and Moulsoe: clergy - 
John Lewis, Lisa Cornwell, 
Glynis Bell; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Mervyn Evans, C. Taylor. 
Thu 24th Olney: clergy - Nigel 
Pond, Val Reveley: licensed lay 
ministers - Rena Partridge, 
Ruth Ayling. 

Fri 25th JAMES THE APOS- 
TLE 

Sat 26th Lavendon with Cold 
Brayfield, Clifton Reynes and 
Newton Blossomville: clergy - 
Christa Cerratti. 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 27th As school holidays 
begin we pray for the safety of 
children and young people and 
wisdom choosing how to spend 
their time. 

Mon 28th Sherington with 
Chicheley, North Crawley, 
Astwood and Hardmead: clergy - 
Maurice Stanton - Saringer; 
licensed lay ministers -John 
Fielding, Pauline Stanton- 
Saringer, Gerald Hill, Pam 
Fielding. 

Tue 29th All who prepare 
churches for worship - vergers, 
sacristans, flower arrangers... 
Wed 30th All who maintain 
the church buildings, church- 
yards and cemeteries - cleaners, 
gardeners, craftsmen... 

Thu 31st IGNATIUS OF LOY- 
OLA, founder of the Society of 



AUGUST 

‘ And let us consider how to stir 
up one another to love and 
good works/ Hebrews 10.23 

Frl 1st Wantage Deanery. 
Ernest Adley on his retirement 
and those with responsibility 
during the vacancy at Wantage 
Downs. The Church Primary 
School in Wantage as the new 
buildings come into commis- 
sion. The arrival of Fr Nicholas 
Cheeseman as deacon in 
Wantage and his wife Anne. 
The struggles with the Parish 
Share. Area dean - John Salter; 
synod lay chairman -Higel 
Baring; chaplain for the deaf - 
Roger Williams; licensed lay 
ministers - Sue Sowden, Sister 
Elizabeth Anne. 

Sat 2nd Those employed by the 
diocese and all volunteers who 
support the* church with legal 
and financial information and 
services. 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 3rd The bishop’s officers 
and advisers. Diocesan advisers 
and their teams. 

Mon 4th Grove St John the 
Baptist: clergy - John Robertson, 
Margot Hodson; part-time youth 
worker - Rob Foster. 

Tue 5th Hanney, Denchworth 
and East Challow: clergy - 
Anthony Hogg. 

Wed 6th THE TRANSFIGURA- 
TION OF OUR LORD 

Thu 7th Ridgeway: clergy - 
Alan Wadge, Adrian Hopwood; 
licensed lay minister - Herbert 
Dallyn. 

Frl 8th Wantage SS Peter and 
Paul: clergy - John Salter; parish 
sister - Barbara Noreen. 

Sat 9th Wantage Downs: clergy 
- Ernest Adley, Jean Page. 



THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 10th Those who work that 
others may take holidays. 
Employees in the travel and 
tourism industries. Volunteers 
who provide cover and care in 
the absence of the holiday tak- 
ers. 

Mon 11th Wendover Deanery. 
Area dean - Alan Bennett; synod 
lay chairman - D. Perrett: clergy 

- Kevan Royle; licensed lay min- 
isters; ecumenical representa- 
tive. The ongoing work of the 
deanery in the light of changes 
in the last two years. 

Tue 12th Aston Clinton with 
Buckland and Drayton 
Beauchamp: clergy - Alan 
Bennett. 

Wed 13th Eilesborough, The 
Kimbles and Stoke Mandeville: 
clergy - Tony Willis. 

Thu 14th Great Missenden and 
Little Hampden and Ballinger: 
clergy - Rosie Harper; licensed 
lay minister - Patricia Neale. 

Frl 15th Hawridge with 
Cholesbury and St Leonards: 
clergy - David Burgess, Ivor 
Cornish, Gill Rowell; licensed lay 
minister - Avril Clark. 

Sat 16th Little Missenden: clergy 

- Michael O’Connor: licensed lay 
minister - G. Beynon. 

THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 17th The children of the 
diocese and the officers respon- 
sible for advising, training and 
education in schools and 
through parish programmes. 
The camps and activity events 
provided by churches during the 
school holidays. 

Mon 18th Prestwood and Great 
Hampden: clergy - Paul Smith, 
Kay Watters; licenced lay minis 
ter - Audrey Hewison; church- 



Tue 19th Wendover St Mary I 
and Halton St Michael and All I 
Angels: clergy - Mark Dearnley, I 
Bernard Robert. I 

Wed 20th Weston Turville St I 
Mary the Virgin: clergy - David * 
Wales, Susan Fellows. 

Thu 21st Diocesan Board for ■ 
Social Responsibility: the chair- 1 
man, officers, staff members J 
and associated groups. 

Fri 22nd The youth of the dio- 
cese and all provision to support ! 
them and their youth workers. 

Sat 23rd Diocesan Vocations . 
Network and training providers. > 

THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER | 
TRINITY 

Sun 24th BARTHOLOMEW | 
THE APOSTLE | 

Mon 25th Accredited and lay | 
ministers, their advisers and | 
associations. h I 

Tue 26th Non-stipendiary min- I 
isters and their means of finan- I 
cial support, the bishop’s offi- I 
cers and area convenors. I 

Wed 27th Non-parochial clergy. I 
Thu 28th Those who provide I 
pastoral care and practical sup- ■ 
port for the clergy and lay ■ 
workers both during service and ■ 
in retirement. 

Fri 29th Effective communica- 1 
tions within the diocese, J 
between parishes and in each 
church and those who resource J 
the links through all media, - 
especially The DOOR and web . 
sites. | 

Sat 30th The people and initia- . 
tives that will further the vision | 
of Sharing Life in the diocese. 

THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY | 
AFTER TRINITY | 

Sun 31st The members of | 
prayer groups and users of The I 


















JULY 

Wed 2 WINDSOR Lunchtime 
concert (harp, flute, piano) St 
John the Baptist Church 
1.10-2pm. Tickets £3.50 at 
door. 01753 868720. 

Thu 3 STOKE POGES Living 
Water guided prayer session 
Upper Room, Stoke Poges Quiet 
Garden 10am-12 noon; garden 
open 10am-3pm. Stoke Park 
Farm, Park Rd. 01753 
644273/643050. 

Thu 3 DORCHESTER ABBEY 

Debate on GM crops 8pm: 
speakers, discussion. Free; retir- 
ing colection. 01865 340007. 
Sat 5 - Sun 6 CHURCHILL 

in flower all day. ‘Painters and 
Posies’ flower festival in church. 
2-5 village gardens open (£3); 
cream teas in church. Sat 
7.30pm ‘Music for a summer 
evening’ Edwin Wilson, organ, 
Rosalind Densham soprano £5 
includes glass punch. Details 
01608 658579. 

Sat 5 WENDOVER The 

Cardinally Musick in St Mary’s 
Church 8 pm. Tickets 
£9.50/8.50, young people £1. 
01296 622805. 

Sat 5 EASTHAMPSTEAD St 

Michael’s CE Primary School & 
Church Annual Purple & Gold 
charity fete St Michael School 
Field 1-5 pm: stalls, refresh- 
ments, games, etc. 01344 
453607. 

Sat 5 WOKINGHAM Organ 
recital St Paul’s Church 7.30pm. 
Berks Organists Assoc, 0118 
940 3209. 

Sat 5 CLANFIELD concert 
(organ, trumpet, piano), St 
Stephen’s Church 7pm followed 
by buffet supper. Tickets 01367 
810616/810609. 

Sat 5 HIGH WYCOMBE 
Summer Fete All Saints’ Church 
9am-4pm; tombola, barbecue, 
cakes, plants, books, etc. 

Sat 5 SHOTTESBROOKE 
PARK Church Fete 




1.30- 4.30pm. Maypole dancing, 
silver band, stalls, refreshments. 
Admission £l. Steel Band 

6. 30- 9. 30pm; bring your own 
picnic. Tickets £6 (under 16s free) 
in aid of Shottesbrooke & White 
Waltham Churches. 0118 
943704. 

Sat 5 OXFORD Charity 
Auction for The Archway 
Foundation, New Road Baptist 
Church Hall, Bonn Square 
2.30pm viewing, 3.30pm auc- 
tion. Entrance free; refreshments 
on sale. 01865 790552. 

Sat 5 OXFORD Recital on 
newly restored 1880 Bechstein 
grand piano 7.30pm St Giles’ 
Church. 01865 310686. 

Sat 5 SIBFORD GOWER 
Church Fete, Rectory Garden, 
Acreditch 2.30pm; children 
invited to wear fancy dress. 

Sat 5 - Sun 6 HAWRIDGE 
Flower Festival St Mary’s 
Church 11am -5.30pm, light 
refreshments. 01494 758332. 
Sun 6 DORCHESTER annual 
St Birinus Pilgrimage. Picnic 
12.45 Chum Knob, Blewbury 
and 1.15pm 12 mile walk 
starts. Five mile walk starts 
Brightwell cum Sotwell 
3.30pm. Abbey service 6.30pm 
followed by barbecue Rectory 
garden. Details 01865 340007. 
Sun 6 HEDSOR St Nicholas’ 
Church open each Sunday 2-4 
pm; spectacular views over 
Thames Valley. 01628 530181. 
Wed 9 WINDSOR Lunchtime 
concert (piano) St John the 
Baptist Church 1.10-2pm. 
Tickets £3.50/ £3 cone, at door. 
01753 868720. 

Wed 9 BANBURY Banbury 
LIFE Group 7.30 pm St John's 
Church, South Bar: Sixth Form 
Pro-life Conference. 01295 
268705. 

Wed 9 READING Choral 
Evensong 6.15pm sung by Mid- 
week Choir, Minster Church of 
St Mary-the-Virgin. 0118 942 
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Thu 10 STOKE POGES Quiet 
Garden: meditation on ‘Gifts’ 
10am-12.30pm; garden open 
10am-3pm. Stoke Park Farm, 
Park Road. 01753 644273/ 
643050. 

Fri 11 - Sun 13 WALLING- 
FORD St Leonard’s Church 
‘Musical Arrangment’ Festival of 
Flowers & Music 10am-5pm 
(except Sat lunchtime); refresh- 
ments, hourly events. Sat: con- 
cert ‘Busketeers in Bloom’ (flute, 
piano, violin, voice) 8pm. 
Tickets £10, 01491 837494. 
Sat 12 MONKS RISBOR- 
OUGH Music for a Summer 
Evening St Dunstan’s Church 
8pm. Tickets 01844 342152/ 
275157; www.stdunstan- 
schurch.com 

Sat 12 CIPPENHAM 

Corrymeela-style service in aid 
of Belfast Youth Interface (pro- 
moting understanding between 
communities) St Andrew’s 
Shared Anglican & RC Church 
6.15pm followed by light 
refreshments. 01628 661994. 
Sat 12 FINCHAMPSTEAD St 
James’ Church ‘On Safari’ Fete 
2pm Finchampstead Memorial 
Park. 0118 973 0133; 

www.Finchampstead.co.uk/stjames 
Sat 12 ASCOTT-UNDER- 
WYCHWOOD Church Fete 
2pm Recreation Field (off High 
St) in aid of church. Teas, pro- 
duce, silver band, morris 
dancers, bouncy castle, etc. 

Sat 12 DORCHESTER ABBEY 
Ionian Singers: Music from 
Renaissance to the Present Tickets 
£10 at door, 020 7733 6719. 

Sat 12 OXFORD Wycliffe Hall 
Day Conference: Bishop-elect 
Tom Wright on ‘Creation & 
New Creation in the NT’. St 
Aldate’s Church 10am-4pm £16 
(groups of 4+ £10); bring lunch. 
Bookings to Vicky Bancroft 
01865 274205 or email to 
vicky.bancroft@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk. 
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SISTER FRANCES DOMINICA at Dorchester Abbey's spectacular three-day 'Festival of 
Flowers' in June arranged by the Berks, Bucks & Oxon National Association of Flower Arranging 
Societies (NAFAS). Part of the proceeds went to Douglas House, a hospice founded by Sister 
Frances. In July there are flower festivals in Churchill, Tilehurst and Wallingford. Photo: Frank Blackwell 



Sat 12 - Sun 13 WILLEN 

Robert Hooke tercentenary celebra- 
tions Sat: 12-4pm crafts, lectures, 
exhibition; 6.30-1 lpm pig roast, 
barbecue, disco. Sun St Mary 
Magdalene Church; 6.30pm 17th 
century sung evensong (costume 
optional). 01908 606689/242190. 
Sun 13 NEWTON 
LONGVILLE Gardens Open 
2-6pm. Teas plants, £3 (children 
free) in aid of St Faith’s restoration 
fund. 01908 375794. 

Sun 13 GLYMPTON Open 
Kitchen Garden and Summer Fair 
2-5. 30pm; plants, cakes, raffle, teas, 
etc. £2, under 16s free. 

Wed 16 MARSH GIBBON 
Conceit by choir of Trinity College, 
University of Melbourne 7.30pm St 
Mary’s Church, in aid of retoration 



fund. Tickets in advance only: 01869 
277297/278508. 

Thu 17 STOKE POGES 

Living Water guided prayer ses- 
sion Upper Room, Quiet Garden 
10am-12 noon; garden open 
10am-3pm. Stoke Park Farm, 
Park Rd. 01753 644273/643050. 
Thu 17 CAVERSHAM Oak 
House Quiet Garden open 
10am-3pm (coffee 10am, medita- 
tions 10.20, 12.30). Woodcote 
road. 0118 9476067. 

Fri 18 TILEHURST Reading 
Concert Singers ‘HMS Pinafore’ St 
Mary Magdalen Hall 7.30pm 
£4.50.0118 942 5290. 

Sat 19 TILEHURST St Mary 
Magdalen Flower Festival and 
Gift Day 10 am-4pm. Displays 
and refreshments. 0118 942 7850. 



Fri 18 BARFORD ST 
MICHAEL Dance in a Bam to 
Silver Fish. Tickets £5, bar and 
buffet available; in aid of church 
funds. 01869 3380169. 

Sat 19 MIXBURY Summer 
Evening of Cool Jazz 7.30pm 
Mixbury Church in aid of 
Brakecare and Mixbury Church. 
Tickets £12 01280 847541. 

Sat 19 OXFORD Cathedral 
Singers 25th anniversary concert 
8pm Christ Church Cathedral, 
tickets £8 at door. 

Sun 20 IVER Iver Nature Study 
Centre Music Festival: dance, sing, 
play percussion instruments; 
drumming performance. £8, £12 
family; booking essential 020 
7686 1496; www.drumjam.co.uk; 
www.ivemature.com. 



Sun 20 AYLESBURY Schubert 
on Sundays St Mary’s church 3pm, 
tickets St Mary’s Office, Record 
House, High St, or at door. 

Sun 20 SILCHESTER Open air 
Songs of Praise with Todley Brass 
Band 6pm Silchester 
Amphitheatre; bring your own 
chair or mg. Free. 0118 933 2710. 
Mon 21 OXFORD Bach Choir of 
Bethlehem (USA) Bach, Mendel- 
ssohn, new cantata ‘I It Am-the 
Shewings of Julian of Norwich’. 
Sheldonian Theatre 8pm. Tickets 
£l0-£37 0870 7500659; 

www.muskatoxford.com. 

Wed 23 LOWER BASUDON St 
Bartholomew’s Church Open Day 
llam-3pm. buckfets@btintemetco^ 
Wed 23 READING Choral 
Evensong 6.15pm sung by Mid- 
week Choir, Minster Church of St 
Mary-the-Virgin. 0118 942 4222. 
Thu 24 STOKE POGES 
Meditation 10am, Eucharist 12 
noon; Quiet Garden open 
10am-3pm. Stoke Park Farm, 
Park Road. 01753 
644273/643050. 

Fri 25 F1NGEST Healing service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. 01491 571231. 

Sat 26 HAMBLEDEN 

Orchestra of the Swan 7.30pm St 
Mary the Virgin Church. Tickets 
£10. Tel: 01491 571588. 

Sat 26 - Sun 27 ASTON 
ABBOTTS Festival opens Sat 
2pm: stalls, sideshows, teas, floral 
displays. Sun 2-5pm: floral displays 
in church. Songs of Praise 6pm. 
Sun 27 LOWER BASILDON 
St Bartholomew’s Church Open 
Day 2-4pm. bucklets@btinter- 
net.com. 



AUGUST 

Sat 2 - Sun 3 TIDMARSH & 
SULHAM Flower Festival 
10am- 4.30pm St Nicholas’ 
Church, Sulham; Sat: Fete at 
Sulham House 12.30-4pm 
(lunches available). 



Sat 16 WHEATLEY Cakes & 
Ale Theatre Co: ‘The Taming of 
the Shrew’, in aid of Douglas 
House young people’s respice, 
Wheatley Manor Gardens, High 
Street, 2.30 and 7.30 pm. Tickets 
at door. 

Sun 17 KIDLINGTON Cakes 
& Ale Theatre Company: ‘The 
Taming of the Shrew’, in aid of 
Douglas House young people’s 
respire. St Mary's Rectory, Mill Street, 
2.30 & 730 pm, tickets at door. 

Sat 23 HAMBLEDEN 
Bannelong Ensemble (wind and 
strings) St Mary the Virgin Church 
7.30pm. Tickets £10, 01491 
574652/571588. 

Sat 23 - Mon 25 CHENIES 

Flower Festival ‘Coming of the 
Kingdom’ Sat &c Mon 
10.30am-6pm, Sun 

12.30-5.30pm. Elizabethan manor 
house open Mon 2-6pm. 
www.chenieschurch.cwc.net. 
Mon 25 HAWRIDGE 
Hawridge & Cholesbury 
Churches Fete 1.30pm. 01494 
758332. 



SEPTEMBER 

Fri 5 MILTON KEYNES 

Mission Partnership of the 
Milton Keynes Churches 
Council Orientation Day: learn 
about ecumenical work in the 
city. The Well at Willen 
9.30am-4pm. £7.50 inc. lunch. 
Sat 6 - Mon 8 WOOD- 
STOCK St Mary Magdalene 
Church Flower Festival ‘Peace’ Sat 
10am-6pm; Sun 12.30-6pm; 
Mon 10am- 5pm. Refreshments. 
01993 811226. 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 






Notices 



Finance post available 

The Well at Willen, an inter- 
faith community, requires a 
practical and forward-looking 
Facilities and Finance Manager. 
Details Marcus Armstrong or Liz 
Baker, The Well, Newport Rd, 
Willen, Milton Keynes MK15 
9AA. Tel 01908 242190, email the 
wellatwillen.org.uk; 
www.thewellatwillen.org.uk. 



Volunteer readers needed 

More people needed to work with 
Volunteer Reading Help in primary 
schools. Local training courses start in 
autumn. Hilary Burr, VRH, 36 
Windmill Rd, Oxford OX3 7BX, teL 
0845 4500329, email vrh.oxford- 
slnre@tiscali.co.uk. 



Russian choir ‘Voskresenije’ 
(Resurrection) coming to England 
1-11 and 20-30 November offers 
to perfom in communities or 
churches. Food and lodging 
required for the 10 choir members 
for day of the concert. 

More information Richard Pam, St 
Thomas Vicarage, Monmouth, tel 
01 60 071 9039, email 
RichardEPain@aol.com. 



Accommodation wanted 

I’m looking for a possibility to 
spend some weeks in Oxford, in 
summer/ autumn 2003. I am 
Slovak (living and working in 
Germany and Slovakia), and 
would like to improve my English. 
I would like to help and work, 
e.g., in your Christian community. 
I can offer accommodation in 
Germany or Slovakia to return 
this kindness, at any time in the 
future. Alena Schopperthova ; 
email art-and-design@fulier.de. 



Altar free to good home 

Redundant hospital chaplaincy 
altar with furnishings, on casters 
for mobility. New owner collects. 
Revd Roger Stillman 0118 978 
0629; email mana. kelly@stpauls- 
wokingham.fsnet.co.uk. 



The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 



The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 



free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 



Editorial address: The DOOR, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. 



Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 



Email: 

door@oxford.anglican.org 
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MOIMHOTCL 

Central Promenade, Llandudno 

- Open all year round - 

Guaranteed Free Car Parking. 
All rooms en-suite. 

B&B & Evening meal - 
£39.50 per person per night 

Details tel: 011,92 879660 



PEMBROKESHIRE 

Six newly-appointed units in tranquil, 
rolling countryside within reach of 
St. David's, Tenby, Oakwood, Folly 
Farm and Heatherton. Ideal for 
walking or cycling around 
Pembrokeshire. 

National Park's rugged coastline 
- 35 mins walk to Coastal Path. 
Tel: 01437 891789 
Fax: 01437 891788 

www.holidayaccommodationwales.com 




Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAy 

Watchet 

Caravans & Chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Half price for senior 
citizens. 

Early & late Season 

Tel: 01984 631781 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us 
on our converted 
8-passenger barge MERGANSER in Holland, 
Belgium or France in 2003. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, wonderful 
food, and interesting conducted tours. 
Single travellers always welcome and no 
supplements. Special rates available for 
parties of 6 or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 
1 PORT HILL, HERTFORD SG14 1PJ 

Tel: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8/1 0, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 
Tel: Michael 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



TE lyy 

Southcliff Hotel 

Family orientated. 
En-suite rooms. 

No smoking or pets. Dose 
to beach & town centre. 

Tel: 01834 842410 

www.southcliffhotel com 



Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park - 

Saundersfoot 

SHORT BRISK) 3 Bed (j Hearty 
Breakfast {90pp. tn-suite rooms, some 
twith sea vieui, families uiekome. 

250 mtrs to beach, harboor ^ vilia?p. 
iovelg (oastai malks. Close toojde route. 

M 01834 813231 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 



SHROPSHIRE 

STRETTON HILLS 

Cosy cottages, fully equipped. 
Linen provided. Panoramic 
views. Dogs welcome. 
For brochure Tel: 

01694 722869 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



BEST VALUE 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Church Magazine Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP INSURANCE 

2 weeks Europe - From £18.95 per person 

We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with higher than 
normal age limits. 

We can now sell Jp U | 

— annual insurance 
for people up to 85 years. 

Call For Details 



GAR 



£ 



t all t or uetails «■■■ 

0116 272 0500 ^9 

Real People... not machines!! I _3I 



BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage. Nr sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 

Non smoking. 

Sorry No Children or Pets. 
Parking available. 

Tel: 01202 762532 



CPort 7)e CPoJIensa 

Dltajorca 

Attractive, 2 bedroom, 
ground floor apartment. 
Private garden, quiet area. 
200m to sea / bus stops, 30 
min walk to main promenade. 
Available from end April. 

Tel: 01373 812245 



DORSET 

Jurassic Coast 

Harbour-side Apartment 
at West Bay. Sleeps 4. 

Beautiful views. 
Great walking country. 
Many beaches nearby. 
For brochure call: 

01308 424631 



Mid Cornwall 

Self-Catering 

Lodges/Caravans 

Beautiful rural woodland setting 

No Bar, No Disco, No Bingo 

Tel: 01908 831395 

vwwv.self-caterins-ruthem.co.uk 



TANGNEY TOURS 



Pilgrim House, Station Court 
Borough Green, Kent TNI 5 8AF 
Tel: 01732 886666 • Fax: 01732 886885 
E-mail: ttours@cix.co.uk 
Website: www.tangney-tours.com 




ABTA 

V2895 




PILGRIMAGES 2003 

LOURDES BY AIR 

4, 5 a 8 DAY PILGRIMAGES 
MAY - NOVEMBER 

PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN 
PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 

22 - 29 AUGUST 2003 

FATIMA 

Departures May - October 

ROME 

Year round departures by Air 
TANGNEY COACH 

Lourdes Budget Pilgrimages from £160 
Lourdes a Shrines £335 
Fatima, Lourdes 8 Santiago £575 
For full details call now for our 2003 brochure 

01732 886666 



Book that Summer Holiilair 

Jewel in the Crown of the Atlantic Ocean 



The island of Lanzarote is less than four hours 
from the UK. It is situated 70 miles off the 
West Coast of Africa and is known as the 
"Jewel in the Crown of the Atlantic Ocean 9 *. 

It is 37 miles long and 12 miles wide and has 
temperatures ranging from 21 degrees C (70F) in 
January to 29 degrees C (84F) in August, the 
annual rainfall is about 5.5 inches making this the 
perfect year round destination. 

As with the other Canary Islands, Lanzarote is 
Volcanic in origin and has fantastic landscapes, 
the mountain ranges are dramatic as are the 
white beaches of Papagayo and Playa Blanca. 
Playa Blanca is at the Southern most part of the 
Island and was once a small fishing village with 
natural harbour. It has now developed into a 
beautiful resort which has retained its original 
charm and sleepy atmosphere. 

The promenade meanders along by the* edge of 
the sea for several miles, passing beautiful blue 



PEMBRBKSHIRE COAST 

National Park 

Luxury Four Star 
self-catering 
accommodation. 

- Also 3 Star Hotel - 

BradwnM: 01239820343 

Email:inlo@gellifawr.co.uk 



RIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 

Tel: 01200 445370 

pilko@highergllls.co.uk 

wvwv.highergills.co.uk 



Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 



GLOS/SHIRE 

Cosy annex for two (non- 
smokers). Beautiful 
countryside. Lovely 
gardens. Pets welcome. 

Au gust S p ecial Offers 

Tel: 01452 840531 




LYNTON 

Deughtful Quauty Hotel 
AA 4 Diamonds. 
Spectacular sea views, 
en-suites, 4 posters. 
Licenced, non smoking. 

3 nights BBEM £99pp. 

Tel: 01598 752359 

www.alfordhouse.co.uk 




Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages 
in Port Isaac and Port Gaverne. 

45 minutes from the Eden Project 

Sleeps 4-6, Pets Welcome 
Personal Supervision By Owners 

May, June & July dates still available - also Autumn. 
For a colour brochure contact: 

Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel: 01208 880498 Fax: 01208 880934 

www.cornishholidayhomes.net 



FLORIDA, ORLANDO - VILLA for RENT 

Why visit Disney ft stay in a hotel room when 
you could stay in a luxury 2 bed villa? 

2 miles from the main attractions of Disney, 
MGM, EPCOT, Typhoon Lagoon, Blizzard 
Beach, China etc. The air conditioned villa 
comprises: Lounge with access onto a 
screened patio overlooking Lake Wilson; 
Dining area; 2 bedrooms each with en-suite; 
Fully equipped kitchen and breakfast bar, and 
cable TV. Sleeps 4/6. Situated on a luxurious 
5 star time-share complex. Extensive range of 
free amenities, comprising: 10 swimming 
pools, Jacuzzi, Sauna, Tennis ft Volley Ball 
Courts, Boating on the lake, Bikes, Keep fit- 
gym, Mini Mart etc. 

For rent 2 weeks commencing: 
Saturday 1 6th August 2003 @ £600 per week 
Contact Bill or Linda Barber on: 01527 63377 

(home) 
or 07770 
734896 
(mobile) 




flag beaches as well as rocky shores. 

From the harbour sails a ferry to the Island of 
Fuerteventura which is well worth a trip. 

The village of Playa Blanca has a fine selection of 
bistro’s and restaurants catering for all tastes. The 
prices are reasonable and the quality excellent. 
Playa Blanca is not the place if you want a riotous 
time, but is ideal for families and those who want 
to enjoy the scenery, the bathing, the walking and 
relaxing generally. 

Bill Wolstenholme and family are a small concern 
offering good quality, privately owned affordable 
family villas on a quiet and peaceful residential 
park close to Playa Blanca. Their aim is to provide 
tasteful accommodation as a base for your 
holiday on the wonderful island of Lanzarote. 
Many clients return time and again to enjoy this 
soothing and safe location. It is also ideal for 
those who have retired and wish to spend the 
Winter months in the sun, whilst being able to 
accommodate invited guests who may wish to 
join them for a while. 

If you would like more information, have a chat 
with Bill Wolstenholme on 01454 260619. He will 
be delighted to answer your questions and 
provide further details on flights, car hire, local 
sights of interest to visit, and special places to 
eat. 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 
Teb 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 



Peace in rural France 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside house 
in a charming village near Saumur is 
simply furnished, but comfortable. You 
can fish from the garden and good food, 
swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are close at hand. It is available 
from May to October and sleeps six plus; from £200 per week 
but reductions are possible especially for those in ministry. 
Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 0976 438336 day. 




KINGFORD HOUSE HOTEL 

Lynton 

♦♦♦♦ E.T.C. 

A warm and traditional welcome awaits you at our family run 
hotel, where you can enjoy excellent home cooked cuisine. 
Fabulously situated for touring Exmoor. Enjoy a Short or long 
term stay. Rooms available for permanent retired residents 
Telephone Tricia Morgan for Brochure and Tariff. 

01598 752361 



HOME SITTER 

Are you reluctant to leave your home empty, 
to put your pets into kennels? 

I offer peace of mind while you are away, 
i will stay in your home and look after your pets. 

For details, please contact Elizabeth Bridges 

01823 667455 



CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 





Christian Retreat, 
Conferences and 
Holiday Centre 


• Ecumenical • 


1 Comfortable rooms with 


Programme of 


ensuite facilities, catering 


Retreats and 


for groups, families and 


Workshops 


individuals 


• Perfect venue for • 


1 Idyllic location offering 


Restoration and 


panoramic views of 


Re-discovery 


neighbouring islands 


LES 


COTUS 




For more details contact: Paul Chambers 


Les Cotils, St Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Islands GUI 1UU. 


Tel: 01481 727793 


Fax: 01481 701062 


e-mail: lescotils@aol.com 


website: xmvw.lescotils.com 
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A Beautiful New 



Prayerbook to 
Uplift and Inspire 




“ Protect me, O Lord; 
My boat is so small 

And your sea so big” 

An old Breton 
fisherman’s prayer 




continuum 

LONDON ♦NEW YORK 
www.continuumbooks,com 



On our pilgrimage through this life, prayer is 
the most important guide we have. The Pilgrim 
Prayerbook is a valuable aid to your devotions, 
offering prayers and meditations for every 
occasion, from a wide range of traditions. 

Contents include: Introduction; Prayers All 
Christians Pray; Daily Prayer; The Eucharist; The 
Christian Year; Sacramental Themes; Prayer Through 
The Ages; A Coda: Quick Prayers 

There are helpful introductions to each section 
that put the prayers into context, and help you 
enter into a pattern of praying. With ribbon 
markers and rubrics printed in red, this book will 
be used and treasured for years to come. 

The Pilgrim Prayerbook is compiled by Rt Rev 
David Stancliffe, who is not only Bishop of 
Salisbury, but also Chairman of the Church of 
England’s Liturgical Commission. Nobody is 
better placed to produce this work. 

The Pilgrim Prayerbook is available in two editions, 
the Standard Edition at £14.99, and the slip-cased 
leather bound Presentation Edition at £30.00. 

Available now from Sarum College Bookshop 
Salisbury, SPCK and all good Christian 
bookshops. 
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Conductor: John Lubbock 
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ABBEY 



Music in the Abbey, Dorchester-on-Thames, Oxfordshire 

Featured Artist: Steven Isserlis, Cello 

Featured Composers: Bach & Tavener 



Friday 12 September 2003 
7.30pm 

Bach Orchestral Suite No 1 in C 
Haydn Symphony No 49 in F 
minor (La Passione) 

Tavener The Protecting Veil 

Late Night Jazz in the Abbey 
10.00pm 

Pavilions Jazz Quartet 

Saturday 13 September 2003 
10.00am - 3.00pm 
Come & Sing 

Bach Motets 
Tavener The Lamb 

Saturday 13 September 2003 
7.30pm 

Programme to include: 

Nicholas Brown Music for a New 
Millennium (world premiere) 
Tchaikovsky Andante Cantabile 
Tavener Eternal Memory for Cello 
and Strings 

Bach Violin Concerto in A minor 



Sunday 14 September 2003 
10.30am - 1.30pm 
Venue: Dorchester Village Hall 
Masterclass with Steven Isserlis 

Sunday 14 September 2003 
7.30pm 

Programme to include: 

Tavener Prayer for the Healing of 
the Sick 

Bach Solo Cello Suite No 1 in G 
Tavener The Lamb 
Bach Three Chorales 
Tavener Svyati; for Cello and Choir 



Tickets £6.00 to £20.00 
Free Festival Brochure. 

Tel: 020 8857 8579 
or email: info@osj.org.uk 

Box Office: 01865 305305 



Festival Sponsor: 



The Taste 




Honey 



Jools Holland At Glastonbury Abbey Extravaganza 



For seven years Michael Eavis 
has organised the Classical 
Extravaganza in the 
wonderful grounds of 
Glastonbury Abbey. 

There have been many 
memorable performances, but 
this time Michael has decided 
to ring the changes. On August 
22nd, 2003, Jools Holland and 
his Rhythm and Blues Orchestra 
will provide the entertainment. 
The Extravaganza will retain all 
its spectacle and occasion - 
with fireworks, lights, 
candelabra and picnics, but the 
music will be very different. 
Jools Holland's unbelievable 



keyboard talent and 
enthusiasm, together with the 
vibrancy of his orchestra, make 
them a hugely popular live act, 
great fun wide appeal. 

Michael explained ' I have a 
good relationship with Jools. 

He loves to come to our 
Glastonbury Festival and we go 
to his Hootenany TV Show at 
the New Year. If the new 
format works really well - And I 
think that we will sell all the 
tickets because Jools is so 
popular - In future years we 
might revert to the two night 
format , but with a different 
programme on each night - 



perhaps with Jools on the 
Saturday and the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
providing a traditional popular 
classics night on the Friday '. 
Michael also announced that 
Nicola Benedotti, a 15 year old 
violinist who won the Britain's 
Brilliant Prodigies television 
competition in 2002, would 
perform at the Extravaganza in 
2003. 

Early booking is recommended 
for this event as there is a 
strong demand for tickets. 
Tickets will cost £20.00 and be 
available from : 

The Glastonbury Abbey Shop - 
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www.christianholidays.co.uk 

5 Centres ideal for Family and Church Holidays 
Conferences - Mid-Week Breaks - Alpha Groups 



BEECHWOOD COURT Conwy, N. Wales 01492 593405 

BROCKLEY HALL Soltburn, North Yorks 01287 622329 

ST RHADAGUNDS Ventnor, Isle of Wight 01983 852160 

ST WINIFREDS Rhos-on-Sea, N. Wales 01492 544128 

THE PLEASAUNCE Overstrond, Norfolk 01263 579 212 
( Self Catering Bungalow in grounds ) 

COACH HOLIDAYS To all the Centres 01200 442645 
COLOUR BROCHURE & FURTHER DETAILS 01695 573372 

Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd. 

A Registered Charity 





TAUNTON _ 

Flower Shoid 

Chelsea of the West 

Wednesday 6th August 2003 

11.00am - 9.00pm 

Thursday 7th August 2003 

10.00am - 6.00pm 

Vivary Park - Taunton 

Admission: Adults £7, Senior Citizens £4, Children £1 (under 7 years free) 

• CRAFT MARQUEE • TRADE MARQUEE 

• BAND OF THE BRIGADE OF GURKHAS 

• BEES AND HONEY MARQUEE 

• COMPETITIVE & FLORAL ART MARQUEE • OUTSIDE STANDS 

• YOUNG PERSONS MARQUEE - Sponsored by Debenhams in the Community 
THE ROCKWOOD DOG DISPLAY TEAM - Sponsored by Wilkie May & Tuckwood 

GUS DERMODY SHEEPDOG DISPLAY - WITH DUCKS & GEESE 
Sponsored by The Sanctuary Wine Bar & Restaurant 
IT VI GARDEN'S MONTHLY ROADSHOW 
Sponsored by Wessex Water, The Scotts Company, Danco Pic, Somerset Life & Monkton Elm Garden Centre. 

SHOW GARDENS 

Sponsored by The Taunton Times 



CLASS SPONSORSHIP 



Division One 
Division One 
Division Two 
Division Three 
Division Three 
Division Four 
Division Five 
Division Six 
Division Seven 
Division Eight 






sfV. 

malthouse 



GOOD GARDENERS 
CLASS 101-105 
FLOWERS & PLANTS 
FRUIT 

VEGETABLES 
NOVICES 

W.I.s & TOWNS WOMEN'S GUILD 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
FLORAL ART 
YOUNG PEOPLE 
Decorative & General 
Craft 
Cookery 
Photography 

For further information contact General Secretary 

Shaun Cregan 01823 271597 

NO DOGS ALLOWED - EXCEPT GUIDE DOGS 



Sponsored by Mrs A. Kearle 
Sponsored by Matthew Clark Brands Ltd. 
Sponsored by Jarvis & Evered Ltd. 
Sponsored by Gibbins Richards Ltd. 
Sponsored by Fivehead Service Station 
Sponsored by Argos of Taunton 
Sponsored by Jackson-Stops & Staff 
Sponsored by Harry's Photo Digital 
Sponsored by Western Provident Association 



Sponsored by Ash wood Timber 
Sponsored by Malthouse Printers 
Sponsored by Warm Welcome of Taunton 
Sponsored by Boots the Chemist 

malthouse 
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EXETER CATHEDRAL 




Exeter Cathedral provides one of the finest examples of 
decorated Gothic architecture in England today. Famous 
for its two Norman towers, West Front statuary, Minstrels' 
Gallery and the longest unbroken stretch of Gothic 
vaulting in the world. Among its treasures are the tallest 
Bishops "Throne" in this country and a fifteenth century 
astronomical clock. 

• Cathedral open daily • Guided tours of Cathedral 

• Gift shop and Refectory Restaurant • Education Centre 

• Facilities for the disabled 

ALL VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO THE SERVICES 
WHICH TAKE PLACE DAILY 

For further information, please contact Visitors' Officer 
(01392) 214219 or visit our website at: 
http://www.exeter-cathedral.org.uk 



The Holiday Centre to stay 
for Places of Interest is 

Beechwood Court 

Conwy in North Wales 

It is within easy reach of /Mountains 
/Beaches /Zoos /Castles /Gardens 
/Skiing /Shops /Mines /Spar 
/Narrow Gauge Railways /Museums 
/Butterflies /Historic Houses 
The centre has 

t Christian Management • Good Food 

• Comfortable Accommodation 

• Access to Conwy Mountains 

• Children’s Play Area 

• Woodland Setting 

• Family Ambiance 

• Ample Parking 
For bookings or brochure 
Contact the Manager at 

Beechwood Court, Mountain Road, 
Conwy. LL32 8PY Tel: 01492 593405 
Beechwood@dialstart.net 
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01458 831 631 

Tourist Information Centres at : 

Glastonbury - 

01458 832020 
Wells - 01749 62552 



Shepton Mallet - 

01749 345258 
Street - 01458 447384 
Worthy Farm 
01749 890470 



Beechwood Court in Conwy, 
North Wales - a secret place 
that everyone talks about 

It was built for an Oldham businessman but it has 
not always had reputable owners. 

One used it as an entertainment base in his 
attempt to offload a local lead mines as silver 
mines. It earned him some accommodation in one 
of the counties’ prisons and his property and 
goods were sold off. 

Beechwood Court now has a more honourable 
purpose and is a hotel run by The Christian 
Holiday People (a registered Christian Charity). 

The house is hidden in nine acres of trees on the 
lower slopes of Conwy Mountain with a 
magnificent viewpoint that overlooks the Conwy 
estuary. The seclusion allows peace and privacy 
encouraging rest, relaxation and renewal. The 
welcome, service and delicious home-style fare 
help to remove fell the daily concerns and allow 
visitors to concentrate on the purpose of their 
visit. 

Most guests come for a holiday and are spoiled for 
choice with so many interesting things to do in and 
around Conwy. There is the Castle and Town 
Walls, an Elizabethan Mansion house, a Medieval 
Merchants House, "The Smallest House", Teapot 
Museum, Butterfly Jungle, and The Harbor 
Aquarium are all to be found in the town. The back 
gate accesses Conwy Mountain - part of the 
Snowdon National Park. It is in easy reach of 
numerous places of interest and fun. 

Find out more: Telephone 01492 593405 or use the 
web www.beechwoodcourt.net 



Rochester Cathedral 



Visit England's SECOND oldest Cathedral, famous 
for its Norman Nave, fine Norman Crypt and the 
finest Romanesque facade in England. 

GUIDED TOURS 

Must be arranged In advance at a cost of £3 per 
person. A joint offer including a river trip on the 
" Kingswear Castle " paddlesteamer can also be 
arranged. 

FRESCO 

The first Fresco to be painted in an English 
Cathedral for 800 years is due for completion at the 
end of 2003. 

LABYRINTH 

From Friday August 22nd until Sunday August 31st 
an ancient tool for simple meditation, walk the 
maze that you can't get wrong! 

For details of any of the above contact 
Linda Lucas on: (01634) 401301 

TEA ROOMS & SHOP 

Good disabled access, friendly and helpful staff 



SALI'SBURY i 

CATHEDRAL 

Enjoy a superlative day out at 
Britain’s finest medieval Cathedral. 

Tallest Spire in England 404ft/ 12 3m 
Best preserved Magr\a Carta (121 5ad) 

Oldest working clock in Europe (1 386ad) 

Close Encounters 

A full day out for groups in Salisbury 
including a guided tour of the Cathedral, 
coffee, admission to one of the 
four Cathedral Close attractions 
and time for shopping. 

£6.25 per adult (min IS people) 



Visitor Services, Salisbury Cathedral, 
33 The Close, Salisbury SP1 2EJ 

Tel: 01722 555124 
Fax: 01722 555116 

Email: jan@salcath.co.uk 
Website: salisburycathedral.org.uk 
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Dorset 



Bovington, 



MUSEUM 



IMIS 



FAMILY ACTIVITY TRAIL 
ALL NEW TANKS IN ACTION DISPLAYS 
FREE Acoustipuide Audio Tours 
ARMOURED VEHICLE RIDES 
THE TRENCH 

A Dramatic First World War walkthrough exhibition 

MOBILITY Displays 

Massive INDOOR collection of over 150 vehicles 



PHONE FOR DETAILS 

Recommended by 98% of visitors 



T: 01929 405096 
E: info @ tankmuseum.co.uk 
www.tankmuseum.co.uk 

MUSEUM OPEN DAILY 10AM - 5PM 

\ Closes 5pm Sun 15th to 10am Fri 27th Dec. 



COTSWOLD 

Wildlife Park 

- and Gardens - 

From ANTS to RHINOS in 
160 Acres of Parkland 

PLUS: 

★ ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
★ CHILDREN’S FARMYARD 
CAFETERIA ★ INDOOR EXHIBITS 

OPEN EVERY DAY from 10am except 25th Dec 



Burford, Oxon OX18 4JW 
Tel: (01993) 823006 

Open daily from 10am. Mid-way between 
Oxford & Cheltenham 
www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk 



★ 



escape... 

to Salisbury arts centre 

for 2 weeks of jam-packed, fun-filled, 
imagination fuelled... 

£ufnir)er 

Workshops 

For ages 5+. Limited places available. Call the Box Office 
on the number below for further information 

Monday 18th - Friday 29th August 

box office 01722 321744 



r Y/ la s ton (unif Jesti i iat presents tAe 

taslo^nArevg/ s4lAeef/ 



Jools Holland 

& His Rhythm & Blues Orchestra 

featuring GILSON LAVIS 

and guest vocalist SAM BROWN 

r ( l/u’Sf ■ ' TUiiCC At/ ' I'iotinisl 

c ) L la C fic)anexletti' 

cr l , T)iit<iin s V 07 illiant f Piadiqif 2002 s^V 

SATURDAY 2" d AUGUST 2003 

cS peoiaciilax Jixexiuxrfzs , 



^ X Doors open 5.30pm \\ 

iri'A. Trdkets: £20 advance/ £25 at the gate (subject to availability)^ 
* ; Credit Cards - £1-50 surcharge per transaction 

Available from Tourist Information Centres at: 
Glastonbury: 01458 832020 • Wells: 01749 672552 
Shepton Mallet: 01749 345258 • Street: 01458 447384 
The Glastonbury Abbey Shop: 01458 831631 
Worthy Farm: 01749 890470 

Accompanied children up to 16 admitted free. 

Party bookings - buy 1 5 get an extra one free. 

Glastonbury Festivals Ltd is extremely grateful to the Trustees of Glastonbury Abbey 

— .. for their co-operation in staging this event and to 

Darks Village and Matthew Clark Brands Ltd 
for their support. 



Salisbury Cathedral is probably the 
finest medieval cathedral in Britain. 

Built in just 38 years, the cathedral 
remains today a awe-inspiring setting for 
huge, majestic events, yet also a place for 
quiet prayer and reflection. Immortalised 
by Constable in his paintings, the 
Cathedral was more recently judged to be 
the Best View in Britain by Country Life 
magazine Salisbury Cathedral, a 
magnificent example of Early English 
Gothic architecture, is situated in the 
largest and best preserved medieval Close 
in Britain. Set amidst historic buildings 
and ancient stone walls it is surrounded 
by eight acres of lawns. The Cloisters, 
Chapter House and West Front were all 



Salisbury 

completed by 1266, with the spire (the 
tallest in Britain, 123m/404ft), added a 
generation later. Other fascinating 
treasures include: the best preserved of 
only four surviving original Magna Carta 
(1215AD), a unique 13th century frieze of 
bible stories in the octagonal Chapter 
House and Europe's oldest working clock 
(1386AD). 

It is open from 7.15am to 6.15pm 7 days 
a week with late opening till 7.15pm 
Monday to Saturday from 9 June through 
to 30 August 2003. Volunteer guides are 
on duty most days providing friendly and 



Cathedral 

interesting tours at regular intervals, or 
you can simply pick up a self-guiding 
leaflet and wander around at your own 
pace. There is no entry charge, although 
you are asked to make a suggested 
donation of: adults £3.80, seniors £3.30, 
children £2 and families £8.50. 

If you have the time, book ahead (01722 
555116) and make sure you take one of 
the amazing tours of the tower and roof 
spaces. Lasting over an hour and a half, 
you climb 332 steps (in easy stages!) by 
narrow spiral staircases to the top of the 
tower 225ft above the ground. There are 



wonderful views across the city and up 
into the spire which still retains the 
medieval wooden scaffold around which it 
was built. Recent research has proved 
that many of the roof timbers are original 
dating back to the 1250s, with some very 
early example of Arabic numerals. 

The Refectory Restaurant and shop are 
now housed in a modem glass-roofed 
building which gives views to the spire 
soaring high above. Both are open from 
9.30am to 5.30pm, with all the food 
freshly prepared daily in the 
restaurant. For further visitor information, 
please phone: (01722) 555120, email: 
visitors@salcath.co.uk or check the 
website: www.salisburycathedral.org.uk 



succulents surrounding 
the meerkats enhanced 
by the calls of 
Kookaburras, lemurs and 
macaws. 

Facilities at the Park are 
excellent with a large 
self-service cafeteria 
seating 200 which is 
decorated with original 
animal murals, picnic 
areas and kiosks. It is 
wheelchair friendly and 
has plenty of toilets 
including a uni-sex 
disabled. It is also one of 
the few wildlife 
establishments where 
visitors can bring their 
dogs, provided they are 
kept on a lead at all 
times. 

It is also an ideal venue 
for group visits from 
playgroups, through 
school age to senior 
citizens. Conference 
rooms are also available 



Tolpuddle 

MARTYRS 

MUSEUM 



TUC Memorial Cottages 
Tolpuddle nr Dorchester 

TOLPUDDLE MARTYRS FESTIVAL 2003 

Friday 18 July - Sunday 20 July 
Admission Free 

Commemoration of the six Dorset farm 
labourers , transported to Australia 
for forming a trade union 

Speakers, entertainment, beer tent, food 
& children's attractions including 
Eric Bogle - Tony Benn 

• Phoenix Brass Band • Martyrs' Day Service 

• Dedication of the Parade • Wreath Laying 

Call: 0117 947 0521 

for a free colour leaflet 



Howard's House 

COUNTRY HOTEL & RESTAURANT 
Teffont Evias, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP 3 5 RJ 

We are now serving luncheon, either in our 
dining room or, weather permitting, on the 
terrace 

Luncheon, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
from 12.30pm (last orders at 2.00pm) 
Table d'Hote menu, 3 courses £22.50, 

2 courses £19.50 

We welcome non-residents in our delightful 
diningroom. ^ 

Dinner each evening from 7.30pm 
(last orders 9.00pm) 

Three course Table d'Hote £23.95 as well as 
A La Carte menu 

Traditional Sunday lunch from 12 noon 
(last orders at 2.00pm) 

Three courses £19.50 

For reservations please telephone: 

01722 716393 

e-mail: enq@howardshousehotel.com 
www.howardshousehotel.com 



The Peto Garden 
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New Tg 
Venue JL 



South Cemey, (Airfield) Cirencester, Glos. 

'29 Regimenf Duke of Gloucester Barracks 

Sat 26th & Sun 27th July 

Gales Open 10am to 5pm 

"A brilliant day out for the whole family" 

Over 2,500 Vintage/Classic vehicles including 
historic caravans, stationary engines and 
Model exhibitions Plus Old Tyme Fair, 

Organs, Silver & Marching 
Bands, Helicopter Rides, 
Street Entertainers, 
Catering/bar & disabled 
facilities, Arena Events & 
much more ... 



Ne w Venue 
off MW 

Orencestetf 

Swindon by-pa* 

Approx 500 stalls 

comprising of Antiques, 

Collectables, Autojumble, 

Automobilia, Toys, Crafts & Trade 

ENTRANCE £7.50 

Accompanying under 14's free All Enq: 



Tel/Fax: 01452 500880 
or Mobile: 07711 905510 



This Grade 1 Italian-style garden, famous for 
tranquil beauty, is set on a romantic hillside. 
Formerly the home of Edwardian architect and 
landscape designer, Harold Peto, the garden is 
characterised by steps, terraces, sculpture and 
magnificent views. 



Open: May to September daily 2-5pm 
(except Mon/Fri). 

Homemade teas May to August at 
weekends & Bank Hols. 



Adults £4.00, OAPs, 
Students, Child under 
10 yrs £3.50. 

Groups welcome outside 
normal opening hours by 
appointment. 



Tel: 01225 863 146 
Fax: 01225 862 364 



LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 



No trip to Liverpool would be complete without a visit to 
the Anglican Cathedral, begun in 1 904 and only 
completed in 1978. Designed by Giles Gilbert Scott, who 
won the commission to design the building at only 21 
years of age, it is built mainly of locally quarried 
sandstone. 

It abounds in superlatives.... the largest Anglican 
Cathedral in Europe, largest working church organ in the 



Cotswold 
Park and 

Cotswold Wildlife Park 
and Gardens is a Park 
enjoyed by all members 
of the family with its wide 
variety of animals, many 
endangered in the wild 
including Asiatic lions and 
Amur leopards. Many 
animals will amuse you 
with their antics - the 
meerkats, Lar gibbons 
and the large black 
Siamang gibbons, others 
will fascinate such as the 
reptiles, leaf-cutting ants 
or the tarantulas. 

Garden lovers are 
surprised at the rich 
diversity of plants and 
planting styles 
encountered as they walk 
around the landscaped 
parkland surrounding the 
animal enclosures. There 
are formal parterres and 
traditional herbaceous 
borders by the Victorian 
Manor House, at the 
centre of the Park, and 
exuberant and stunning 
summer displays of hardy 
and tender exotics, 
including huge bananas 
and flamboyant cannas in 
the Walled Garden. This 
is a beautiful area 
incorporating a unique 
arid-scape of cactus and 



Wildlife 

Gardens 

for a venue that is 
different and one that has 
excellent catering 
facilities and no hassle 
parking. For more 
information see our 
website: 

www.cotswoldwildlifepark 

.co.uk 



world (9765 pipes), highest (219ft/ 67m) and heaviest (31 
tons) ringing peal of bells in the world, highest Gothic 
arches ever built, and so on, a veritable feast of 
craftmanship. 

See its wealth of beauty in stone, wood, glass and other 
artistry, and feel it capture your imagination and 
attention. The building is in use daily for regular services 
as well as playing host to major concerts, recitals, special 
services etc, receiving over 300,000 visitors a year 
through its doors. 

This truly is ‘one of the great buildings of the world’ 
(John Betjeman) - a living, vibrant witness to God, 
standing over the City of Liverpool, the region, and the 
Diocese it seeks to serve. 

Despite its amazing size, it holds a warm and friendly 
atmosphere, enhanced on any trip by a free, guided tour, 
(large/small/educational parties catered for) or perhaps a 
visit to the award winning Refectory for a light snack, a 
hot lunch from our excellent homemade range, or simply 
a cup of tea (see advert for opening times). 

Browse awhile in the SPCK bookshop to select a gift, or 
maybe a souvenir. Top it all with a trip up the tower 
complex, an unforgettable experience including the 



C AT H E D RAL 

www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk 

One of the great buildings of the twentieth Century 
Open to the public daily 08.00 - 18.00. Admission free - 
donations invited. Egon Ronay recommended Refectory 
for teas, coffee, homemade cakes and lunches, open from 
10.00 - 16 . 00 , Mon - Sat, & 12.00 - 17-00 Sun. 

SPCK shop with full range of cards, souvenirs & books 
open 09-00 - 17 - 30 , Mon - Sat & 11.30 - 17-00 Sun. 
Tower trips (open all year, excl Sundays, weather 
permitting) 1100 - 1600, plus Elizabeth Hoare Embroidery 
Gallery. Inclusive charge £2.50 (concessions £1.50) 
Conference & catering facilities for pre-booked parties. 
Main services: Sunday: 08.00, 10.30, 15-00, 16.00 
Weekdays: 08. 00, 17-30 Saturdays: 08.00,15-00 
Car parking, disabled access/toilets available. 

Enquiries: 0151 709 6271 Fax: 0151 702 7292 

E-mail: infofaiiverpoolcathedral.org.uk 



gallery displaying some magnificent works of 
ecclesiastical Edwardian/ Victorian embroidery, and then 
visit the top of the tower (over 300’ high) to enjoy 
magnificent panoramic views across Liverpool, Merseyside 
and beyond (Tower/Gallery are open all year - weather 
permitting - 1 1 am until late afternoon, excluding 
Sundays. Dec 24-26, New Years Day ft Good Friday). 
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Time of your life 



‘Awe-inspiring’ Berlin Kirchentag 



Gooseberry and Creme Fraiche Tart 

July recipe by cookery writer, Ann Way 



‘It* so BIG!’ 
‘Awe-inspiring!’ 
‘Mind-blowing!’ 
‘Knackering!’ 

THOSE comments from the 
half-dozen young people from 
the Oxford Diocese who trav- 
elled to Berlin at the end of 
May summed up the experi- 
ence of many visitors to the 
first-ever Ecumenical 
Kirchentag. The world capital 
of atheism (allegedly) wel- 
comed around 200,000 
Christians who gathered to cel- 
ebrate the faith that they share 
and to acknowledge the pain of 
what they cannot yet share. 

On the opening evening at the 
Brandenburg Gate, on 
Ascension Day in the 
Gendarmenmarkt, and at the 
closing service in front of the 
Reichstag, huge crowds of 
Catholic and Protestant 
Christians affirmed loud and 
clear to each other; to the 
world, and to the authorities in 
their respective Churches, that 
what united them was much 
greater than what divided 
them. A few (which in the con- 
text of such a great celebration 
means ‘a few hundreds’ - if not 
thousands) defied a very point- 
ed restatement of Rome’s posi- 
tion on Eucharistic sharing by 
breaking bread together across 
the confessional divide. 

It was, said one experienced 
observer of the Christian scene 
in Europe, ‘an expression of the 
deep longing of the people of 
God to be together’. And, on 
Friday evening, representatives 
of just about every Christian 
tradition in Germany signed 
the Charta Oecumenica , com- 
mitting themselves to a greater 
degree of sharing and mutual 
acceptance, at a service in one 
of the big exhibition halls on 
Berlin’s Messegelande. 

For anyone to whom the 
words ‘ecumenical celebration’ 
conjures up the image of a few 
faithful ‘ecumaniacs’ braving 
the rigours of a January 
evening, this was an eye-open- 
er .Despite a capacity of more 
than 1000* the ‘house full’ signs 




About the pictures (From top left clockwise) Opening evening; Colin Bennetts, Bishop of 
Coventry and former Bishop of Buckingham (left); closing service in front of the Reichstag; Bishop Mike 
Hill (striped shirt) with a group of young people from the Oxford Diocese and then with Beatrice 
Dickinson, Kirchentag's youngest visitor and her mother. Pictures: Tony Dickinson 



were up three hours before the 
start, and the media scrum was 
(almost) worthy of a pop-star’s 
wedding. 

A first-time Kirchentagei; the 
Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe, 
Dr Geoffrey Rowell, who 
signed the Charta on behalf of 
the Anglican congregations in 
Germany, commented that ‘To 
have this event at the centre is 
remarkable. It is, as all ecu- 
menical things are, an end and a 
beginning, a great encourage- 
ment to the life of the Churches.’ 
Another first-time 
Kirchentager was Bishop Mike 
Hill, fulfilling almost his last 
official engagement for this 
Diocese. He flew into Berlin at 
midnight on Ascension Day 
after paying homage to the 
Queen as Bishop of Bristol. 
Next morning, as the official 
leader of the group of young 
people from Oxford Diocese, 
Bishop Mike telephoned Ian 
Macdonald, the Diocesan 
Youth Adviser; to arrange a 



rendezvous, only to discover 
that they were in the same 
room at the Kirchentag’s 
International Centre. 

In all there were over 5000 
participants from outside 
Germany, about ten per cent of 
them from the UK. The 
Diocese of Oxford was well 
represented, with an ecumenical 
group from High Wycombe, an 
inter-faith group from Milton 
Keynes, Martin and Ruth 
Conway from Oxford City, 
Carole and John Cull from 
Reading, Mervyn and Jo Eden 
from the Burnham Team 
Ministry, Rodney and Shirley 
Holder from the Claydons and 
others from Buckingham and 
Wargrave as well as the young 
people in Bishop Mike and Ian 
Macdonald’s group. The High 
Wycombe group included the 
two youngest British partici- 
pants, three-year old Beatrice 
Dickinson and her brother 
Hugh (aged eight), who 
enjoyed a good deal of atten- 



tion at the children’s centre, 
while their parents explored the 
Kirchentag. 

For the young people with Ian 
and Bishop Mike, the main 
aspect of the Kirchentag to 
hold their attention was the 
music. For others, a pilgrimage 
to the family home of the the- 
ologian/martyr Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer was an important 
part of their visit to Berlin. For 
everyone, the celebration of this 
Ecumenical Kirchentag in a city 
reunited after four decades of 
sometimes bitter division was a 
sign of hope for the future: that 
the Churches, too, may be 
enabled to break down those 
invisible walls of pride and 
exclusivity that prevent us from 
sharing together the meal that 
Jesus our Lord offers to all his 
people. 

Tony Dickinson 
The Revd Tony Dickinson is 

Anglican Ecumenical Officer for 
Buckinghamshire and European 
Contact for the Diocese of Oxford. 



Ingredients: 

One pre-baked pastry case made 
from 

5 oz (150 gm) plain flour 
1 1/4 oz (30 gm) butter or mar 
garine 

1 1/4 oz (30 gm) lard or veg- 
etable fat 

Ice cold water to mix 
For the filling 

1 lb (450 gm) gooseberries, 
topped and tailed 
1 200 ml tub of cr£me fraiche 
4 large egg yolks 
3 oz (75 gm) castor sugar 
1 teaspoon Balsamic vinegar (or elderflower wine) 

Method 

Rub the fat into the well-sieved flour; until the mixture resembles 
fine breadcrumbs. Lift the mixture up frequendy with your fingers 
to incorporate as much air as possible. Make a dip in the middle 
and pour some of the iced water in, working the pastry mix in 
with a palette and adding more water as needed until you have a 
soft - but not sticky - ball. Leave to rest for a while in the fridge. 
Meanwhile prepare your mixture for the filling. Whisk the egg 
yolks and the creme fraiche, sugar and vinegar together; leave a lit- 
tle egg yolk for brushing the pastry case when it is made. Place a 
baking tray in the oven preheated to Gas Mark 5, 375°F, 190°C or 
as recommended if you have a fan oven. Take the pastry from the 
fridge and roll out in a circle big enough to cover the bottom and 
sides of the flan tin. Prick the base of the flan and brush over with 
a little egg yolk. Now place the flan tin on the baking tray and 
bake for about 20 minutes or until the pastry is pale gold. Remove 
from the oven. 

Arrange the gooseberries on the tart base and pour half of the 
filling on the fruit. Pull out the oven shelf half way and replace the 
baking tray with the flan on it. Then it is easier to fill the flan with 
the rest of the creme fraiche mixture without spilling. Push back 
carefully and cook at the lower temperature for about 40 minutes 
or until the custard has set. Allow it to settle for about 15 minutes 
before serving. It is also delicious served cold. 




Singing in the rain for Rogation Sunday 




DOWN on the faCm 
on Rogation Sunday 
were (left to right) 
the Revd Jane 
Knowles, Vicar of 
Ramsden, Finstock 
and Fawler, Leafield 
w. Wychwood and 
Wilcote; Church- 
warden Tony 
Leeming and his 
wife Ruth, a licensed 
lay minister. 



Photo: Simon Salome-Bentley 




“Stonor has never looked better” - Country Life , April 2001 



Historic home of Lord and Lady Camoys and the Stonor Family and 
centre of Catholicism for over 800 years, with its own Medieval Chapel. 
St. Edmund Campion worked here printing pamphlets on a hidden 
press. Set in wooded deer park in the Chiltern hills five miles north 
of Henley on the B480, the house contains many items of rare 
furniture, tapestries, bronzes and paintings. 

Hillside Gardens f Lunch/Tea Room , Gift Shop , Chapel 
available for Parish visits . 



NOW OPEN - Exhibition of Chapel and 
Family Religious Treasures 



For further details contact: 

The Administrator, Stonor Park. Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 6HF 

Tel: 01491 638587 Fax: 01491 639348 

Email: jweaver@stonor.com Web: www.stonor.com 




Linda ) Allen 




1CONOGRAPHER 




- SPIRITUAL GUIDE 




- ARTS THERAPIST 




- RETREAT LEADER 




- COUNSELLOR 


1 | 



ICONS COMMISSIONED IN CONSULTATION WITH THE ARTIST. USING 
PROTOTYPES ALREADY AVAILABLE OR ORIGINAL DESIGN OF YOUR 
CHOICE. 

ALL ICONS ARE PAINTED/ WRITTEN USING THE TRADITIONAL 
TECHNIQUE OF EGG TEMPERA ON A GESSO GROUND. 

GOLD LEAF WORK ALSO AVAILABLE. 

PRICE AGREED ON DISCUSSION WITH THE ARTIST. 

54 HERSTONE CLOSE Phone: 01202 690371 

CANFORD HEATH, POOLE Mobile: 07900 622441 

DORSET BH 1 7 8AT Email: linjallen@hotmciil.com 



Word for Life Trust l/j 

The House of Bread, Ross Road, Christchurch, 
(Forest of Dean), Nr. Coleford, Glos 

4 July, Friday 10am - 4pm 

Quiet Day - “To Rest in His Presence " 

11 to 13 July, Healing Retreat 

“The Lord my Guide" 

Friday 7pm - Sunday 4pm 

19 fit 20 July, Weekend Course 

"Ministering to Marriage” 

Saturday 10am - Sunday 4pm 
5 September, Quiet Day, TOam - 4pm 

“Transformation" 

13 September, Teaching Day 

“Angels" led by John Woolmer 

20 September, Teaching Day 

"Healing Dreams" led by Elizabeth Brazell 
Prayer Ministry Days - every Wednesday 
with teaching, worship and personal prayer 
Quiet days -first Friday of each month 
Time and space to listen to God 
For further details please telephone the 
Word for Life Trust office on: 

01594 837744 or Email: courses@wflt.org 
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Offa House - Quiet space to be with 
God, to reflect, or relax or just to be 



Have you ever felt you need some 
space? Or had a clear day you have 
been looking forward to at home 
and found it become filled by the 
telephone, the computer, people 
wanting attention? Many people 
find going on retreats or quiet days 
a way of getting that essential quiet 
space. Quiet space to be with God, 
to reflect, or relax or just to be. 
There is a huge range of retreat 
houses, religious communities and 
quiet gardens to choose from. One 
such retreat house is Offa House 
near Leamington Spa. We are set 
in the south Warwickshire 



countryside not far from the Grand 
Union Canal. People come to 
events we organize or just phone up 
to come and visit for a day or stay 
a few days. Some one is available to 
talk to if required and there are 
resources such as a library, leaflets 
with meditations, prayer walks and 
a labyrinth to walk and pray. 
Organized events at retreat houses 
include quiet days and retreats 
which include talks by a speaker, 
worship and lots of space, often 
some of it in silence. There are 
themed retreats such as "Painting 
and Prayer" which involve activity 



with an experienced tutor. 
Individually Guided Retreats involve 
a rhythm of worship and a daily 
meeting with a spiritual director to 
talk things through and usually be 
give a passage of scripture to reflect 
on. We also run more interactive 
workshop events on different 
aspects of spirituality. 

So why not take some space and 
come on a retreat, stepping back 
from your life not only gives a 
welcome pause, but can also help 
you gain a whole new perspective. 

Andrew De Smet 
Warden of Offa House 



To be a Pilgrim 

John Bunyan's famous hymn "Who would true valour 
see" captures the sense of what pilgrimage is about. 
There is the outer journey, perhaps to a holy place or 
place of healing; there is also the inner journey which 
the pilgrim makes, with God and to God. Our 
experience of leading groups on pilgrimage to 
Winchester, Iona and Lindisfarne has made us realise 
how special these times of pilgrimage can be, forging a 
community of love where we are able to listen to God 
and to one another, and be renewed in our journey of 



in 


2 Church Street, Warminster, 
Wiltshire BA12 8PG 
Tel/Fax: 01985 214824 
Email: 




stdenys.ivyhouse@btopenworld.com 

IVY HOUSE 


ST DENYS RETREAT CENTRE 


Autumn Programme 2003 


August 1-3 


Music, Beauty and Spirituality 
Led by Dr. June Boyce-Tilman 


15-17 


Midlife Pilgrimage (MBTI)s 
Canon Bruce Duncan 


September 5-7 


The Wilderness Journey 
Canon David Winter 
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QUIET DAY Revd. Harold Stephens 


12-19 


Painting and Prayer CARM 


October 1 3 


QUIET DAY Cynthia Dean 


14-16 


Cries of Pain 
Canon Trevor Dennis 


November 6-7 


Walk into Quietness CSD 


14-16 


Plain Glass 

Very Revd. Michael Mayne 


December 5-7 


Free to be - an Advent Retreat 
Canon Andrew Wingate 
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Quiet Day Revd. Alan Jeans 



faith. In April 2004 we invite you to join us on a 
pilgrimage to two islands - Iona, which is well-known 
for its associates with St. Columba; Cumbrae, which 
is less famous but which has its own special beauty, 
although only an hour from Glasgow. Would you like 
to join us, "come wind, come weather?!" Having said 
that, the week is not a pilgrimage in the "physical" 
sense, although there will be opportunities for physical 
as well as spiritual recreation.The programme for the 
week will be arranged in such a way as to be inclusive 
for everyone (whatever their degree of fitness!) and 
suitable both for regular retreatants and those who 
have not been on retreat before. For more 
information, please see the enclosed advert. 

Pam and Tony Burdon 
Wardens , College of the Holy Spirit , Millport 



On Retreat in Italy 

England, Wales and Scotland have more than two 
hundred retreat houses, and ours is supposed to be a 
"secularised" society, so you can imagine that Italy has 
many more houses, often situated in the most beautiful 
settings. 

The Diocese of St. Albans is twinned with the Diocese of 
Fano, in the beautiful Italian region of Le Marche, on 
the Adriatic, and next year Bishop Christopher Butler, 
already well known for his stimulating lectures on the 
interface between theology and art, will lead a retreat 
pilgrimage to Italy in September (lst-12th) 2004. 

Until now, Bishop Christopher has usually concentrated 
on the art of northern Europe, so we shall be benefiting 
from some new insights. 

Based in a retreat house near Ravenna, the "active part 
of the tour concentrates on the great Basilicas (and 
mosaics) . of. what was once the capital of the Western 
Roman Ehrpire. 

The "contemplative" week which follows is set in the 
mountain monastery of Fonte Avd I ana, where the 
Camaldoiese monks, founded by St.Romuaid in 980, 
combine the cbamms of contemplative prayer and 

Excursions will go to U^ino^^^^ag#, fergola and 
Fossombrone. 

The retreat/pilgrimage is open to people from other 
Dioceses. 

Details from Retreats Beyond Dover at St.Etheldreda's 
Church, 14, Ely Place, London EC1N 6RY. 



at The Open Gate, Holy Island 
Cradle of Christianity 
Personal and group retreats 
Choose from our retreat programme or Living 
Spirituality / Emerging Church prospectus. 
Details from The Community of Aidan and Hilda, 
The Open Gate, Holy Island, Berwick-Upon-Tweed 
TD1 5 2SD. Tel: 01289 389222 
theopengate@theopengate.ndo.org.uk 
vwvw.aidan.org.uk 



A time apart in a Benedictine monastery 

6 day silent retreat - Introduction by Abbot Stuart Burns OSB 
4 pm Monday 8th - 2 pm Sunday 14th September 2003 
4 pm Monday 10th - 2 pm Sunday 16th November 2003 
Standard cost £180 inclusive 

#•**#*#*##*•••••** 

For young people wanting to know more about monastic life 
Thursday 21st - Monday 15th August 
Standard cost £150 inclusive 

To reserve a place contact : 

The Guestbrother, Burford Priory, Burford, Oxon 0X18 4SQ 



The Kairos Centre 

Roehampton SW15 
Retreat. Conference 
and Meeting Centre 

Bordering Richmond Park and in the 
tranquil setting of peaceful and secluded 
gardens, the Kairos Centre holds a sense 
of space and calm, providing an ideal 
venue for retreats, away days, meetings, 
conferences, parish days and training days. 
For further information email us at: 
info@thekairoscentre.co.uk 
or visit our website: 

www.thekairoscentre.co.uk/retreats 
T: +44 (0)20 8788 4188 
F: +44 (0)20 8788 4198 



4 ^) 

\ I Community 

for Reconciliation 



Barnes Close, Chadwich, 
Bromsgrove B61 ORA 

Summer & Autumn 2003 

28 July - 1 Aug Time Away - Holiday Week 

5-7 August Kids for Peace 

11-14 August Youth Peace Camp 

1 7 Sept Quiet Day 

21-23 Oct Healing & Wholeness 

25-27 Nov Preparing for Advent 

3 Dec Quiet Day 

We also offer individual or group private retreats 

for further information contact Julia 

cfrenquiry@aol.com Tel: 01562 710231 



Shepherds Dene 

Retreat House and Conference Centre 

Situated in rural Tynedale, Shepherds Dene 
offers a comfortable, relaxed and peaceful 
atmosphere for retreats and conferences. 

We are ideally situated for a tour of the 
Northern Saints and are only 20 minutes drive 
from the Roman Wall and Newcastle Upon Tyne. 
Riding Mill, Northumberland NE 44 6AF 

Tel: 01434 682212 

Email: shepherds_dene@newcastle.anglican.org 
Website: www.shepherdsdene.co.uk 



GREEN PASTURES 



Christian Centre of Pastoral 
Care Healing 
Open to all for retreats, rest and 
‘time-out’. Counselling and other 
therapies on offer, within a 
worshipping community. 
Landscaped garden, seasonal 
heated swimming pool, full 
board, most bedrooms en-suite. 

1 7 Burton Road, 
Branksome Park, 

Poole, Dorset BH13 6DT 

Tel: 01202 764776 

Email: admin@green-pastures.org 
ururw. green-pastures, org 



RETREAT / PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY 

The Treasures of Byzantine Ravenna and the 
■•'A Blessed Peace of a Camaldoiese Monastery 




1-12 SEPTEMBER 2004 

WITH BISHOP CHRISTOPHER HERBERT OF ST.ALBAHS 

Four nights at a retreat house near RAVENNA, once capital of the 
Byzantine Exarchate,and home of the stunning mosaics in the great 
Basilicas of S. Vitale, S. Apollinare Nuovo and S. Apollinare in 
Classe. 

Followed by a week's retreat at the Camaldoiese Monastery of Fonte 
Avellana, founded in 1006, high up (700m) in Monte Catria, visited 
and praised by Dante in the Divina Commedia. 

We enjoy comfortable modern guest facilities at one of the most 
picturesque sites in Italy. 

£900 fully inclusive. NO SINGLE ROOM SUPPLEMENTS 

* Return flights and coach transfers. 

* Full board accommodation, with private facilities. 

* Full lecture & excursions programme, including all entrance charges 

* Comprehensive travel insurance 

* Services of polyglot courier throughout 

Further information from: Retreats Beyond Dover 

St.Etheldreda's Church 
14, Ely Place 
London EC1N 6RY 

Tel / Fax: 0207 379 7273 email: retreats@dircon.co.uk 
www.retreats.dircon.co.uk 



Pilgrimage “WeeUi 

19 th - 16 th April 2004 

Includes 3 nights on IONA and 4 nights 

at The Cathedral of The Isles Millport 

(Britain's smallest Cathedral). 

For further information contact: 

The Warden, The College, Millport, 

Isle of Cumbrae KA28 OHE. 

Telephone: 01475 530353 

Fax: 01475 530204 

Email: tccumbrae@argyll.anglican.org 



Launde Ahhe 




Leicesren Diocesan 
Rernear House and 
Conpenence Cenrne 



JULY 

21st - 25th - 5 Day Individually Guided Retreat 
Led by Gillean Russell and Graham Pigott 
28th - 1 st - Creative Arts Retreat Movement - 
Painting and Prayer. Led by CARM. 

AUGUST 

4th - 8th - Diocesan Families Holiday Week 
4th - 10th - Launde Abbey's Painting Holiday 
11th - 15th - "A Week of Spiritual Renewal" 
11th - 17th - "An extended week of Spiritual 
Renewal" 

15th - 17th - "A Weekend of Spiritual Renewal" 
18th - 20th - Family Camping Club 
18th - 20th - "Young People on Retreaf 

SEPTEMBER 

22nd - Friends of Launde Quiet Day 
- open to all. Led by The Warden 

Tel: 01572 717254 Fax: 01572 717454 

E-mail: laundeabbey@leicester.anglican.org 
www.launde.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 249100 




Shallowford 

House 



v 

IS3IL'jffK3 Set in the heart of 

picturesque Staffordshire 
A Christian Centre for Spiritual renewal, refreshment and relaxation 

Approved Disabled Facilities, with wheelchair and special diets available 

OPEN PROGRAMME 2003 

Lichfield Diocesan Retreat and Conference Centre 

4th - 11th August 2003 £210 “Painting & Prayer ” 

A whole week of relaxation, reflection, recreation and renewal 
(a C.A.R.M. retreat) Led by 

Chaplain: Revd. Clifford Jobson Ttitor : Dr. Margaret Wilson 
10th - 12th October 2003 £85 “Healing in the Church ” 
Explore ways of bringing healing and wholeness to those around us. 
Led by Revd. Roger and Sally Vaughan 
31st October - 2nd November 2003 £85 “Look & Listen 
Jesus. The Word Made Flesh In Music and Painting “ 

An acoustic and visual Retreat, through the Church's Year 
Led by The Rt. Revd. Christopher Hill Bishop of Stafford 
and Revd. Adrian Daffern 
Precentor (designate) of Coventry Cathedral 
10th - 14th November 2003 £165 Individually Given Retreat 
A time apart to meet God in silence and stillness 
Led by Revd. Mark Moreton and Irene Vickers 
For further information on any of the above please contact The Warden: 

Tel. 01785 760233 

email warden@shalloMfordhouse.freeserve.co.uk 

Web http://www.lichfield.anglican.can.org/shallow/index.htm 
Registered Charity No. 250157 



oppa house 

The Coventry Diocesan Retreat House 
and Conference Centre 

Offchurch, nr Leamington Spa, Warks CV33 9AS. 

Tel: 01926 423309 

E mail offahouse@btconnect.com 
Web Site www.offahouseretreat.co.uk 

You are invited to our Coming Events 

Individually Guided Retreat 

with Tina Lamb, Jessie Spreadbury & 

Rev Andrew De Smet 

Thur 3 1 July - Tue 6 Aug 
Painting and Prayer Retreat 

with Claire Kibbler & Rev Judith Weston 

Thur 2 1 - Thur 28 Aug 

“Through the looking glass painting icons 
from scratch” Days/Retreat with Kathy Priddis 
Thur 11 &Fri 12 Sept 

Psychodrama: Day workshop with Fiona Dazely 

Fri 26 Sept 

“Rest and be nurtured” a day for those involved 
in any form of caring, 
with Bernadette Hynes 

Sat 8 Nov 

Pre Advent Retreat "Keeping God Company” 
with Canon Dr Trevor Dennis 

Fri 2 1 - Sun 23 Nov 

Clergy Pre Advent Retreat "Listening to God" 
with Bishop Anthony Priddis 

Mon 24 - Fri 28 Nov 

Plus a range of Quiet Days 
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means relaxed independent retirement living, with support services 
such as activities, three meals provided daily in our Dining Room, 
excursions, live-in managers, housekeeping, and more! 



The Hawthorns 
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What is wellbeing? 



THIS book is the first in a 
series commissioned by SCM 
Press to explore areas of inter- 
face between contemporary 
society and Church. The 
series aims to open up new 
and effective ways in which a 
distinctively Christian 

approach can contribute to the 
concerns of an increasingly 
secular society. For this enter- 
prise to be successful, two-way 
communication is needed. The 
Church needs to listen proper- 
ly to the concerns of the 
world, without imposing its 
own agenda. The Church then 
needs to speak the Christian 
truth to the world with clarity, 
but in a language that directly 
addresses those concerns. 

Alison Webster goes a long 
way towards enabling the first 
half of the equation. The 
book is a useful introduction 
for the non-specialist to many 
issues that concern profession- 
als who develop policies and 
who practise in health and 
social care. It is worth reading 
for this at least. The style is 
engaging and the approach 
broad-brush. Conceptual 
notions are brought to life by 
describing the situations and 
experiences of real people. 
However the range of issues 
touched upon, and the num- 
ber of anecdotal quotes and 
stories, is at times in danger of 
rendering any basic argument 
or organising principle 
obscure. 

Critical alertness needed 

The reader does need to 
remain critically alert through- 
out. The author’s approach 
definitely favours social con- 
structionist models of health 
and illness, qualitative 
methodology, models in which 
•language determines rather 
than influences or expresses 
reality, and cultural relativism. 
Conversely, there is some den- 
igration of medical biological 
approaches, quantitative 
methodology, and the type of 
Christianity that seeks to con- 
vert others to what it perceives 
as its absolute and objective 
truth claims. At several points 
assertion takes over from 
argument and complex phe- 
nomena are simplified to the 
point of distortion (for 
instance domestic violence is 
described exclusively in terms 
of male-perpetrator and 
female- victim). 



What light can the Christian 
gospel shed on this area? 
Alison Webster rightly empha- 
sises the social inclusion, 
breaking down of barriers and 
the repudiation of stigma that 
are characteristic of Jesus. In 
an interesting move she also 
explores W. H. Vanstone's 
account of Jesus’ relinquish- 
ment of his own agency to 
become object on undergoing 
his passion, as a possible 
means of affirming people 
whose status in society has 
become that of passive object. 
As she admits herself, this rais- 
es as many problems as it 
solves because most people do 
not freely choose object status, 
social exclusion, and stigma: 
they have it thrust upon them 
by other people. 

In other respects her applica- 
tions of gospel values to the 
issue of human wellbeing 
intentionally lack explicit ref- 
erences to Christ. She argues 
that effective communication 
with contemporary culture 
means relinquishing christocen- 
tric language. Unfortunately, 
and especially if one shares the 
author’s emphasis on the pri- 
macy of language, this can’t 
really be achieved without 
relinquishing Christ himself. 

Optimistic humanism? 

The gospel is reduced to con- 
ceptual statements of the sort, 
‘s*** happens - but in the face 
of it, human wellbeing is a 
possibility’. This is true, and it 
is indeed stated in terms that 
resonate with contemporary 
culture. But it lacks the essen- 
tial feature of the gospel, 
which distinguishes it from 
optimistic humanism. This is 
the personal assurance of 
being loved unconditionally 
by our Creator, who knows 
from his own experience and 
to his enormous cost that 
‘s*** happens’, and whose 
love enables our wellbeing. 

Joanna McGrath 

Joanna McGrath is an Honorary 
Consultant Clinical Psychologist at 
the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre. 
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Angelic roundel competition 

ON the beach or in your back garden, you could could enjoy composing 
a Chaucerian Roundel, on the theme of angels, for our summer compe- 
tition. This is a 10 line poem of three verses, the first two of three lines 
each, and the third, four lines. The 1st, 6th and last lines must have 
exactly the same wording although the punctuation may vary. Lines 4 
and 7 must rhyme with lines 1,6 and 10, and the rest of the lines 
(2,3, 5, 8 and 9) must all rhyme with each other. Jennifer Henderson,who 
suggested this competition, sent us this example to inspire you. 

Though we are many 

May it sustain us, that across the years 
we catch an echo of the words he said 
or glimpse a shadow from the light he shed? 

We cannot hear their laughter, see their tears, 
nor feel the hunger of the crowds he fed: 
may it sustain us, that, across the years? 

Yet when our empty hopes give way to fears 
we search the fullness of the life he led, 
and find he lived and loved by sharing bread 
May it sustain us, that, across the years. 

Jennifer Henderson 



Your efforts please by 1 August 
to: The DOOR, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey Oxford, 
0X2 0NB or email to 
door@oxford.anglican.org 
including your name and address. 
The winner will receive a copy 
of Beneath the Cassock (Harper 
Collins, £14.99), by Joy Carol!, 
the inspiration for the Vicar of 
Dibiey. We hope to include a 
selection in September. 



Tales of London Docklands in the 1950s 




OXFORD author Jennifer Worth 
was a district midwife with an 
order of nuns in the 1950s, travel- 
ling on a bicycle round the impov- 
erished East End of London. She 
writes with humour and poignan- 
cy of her amusing and tragic 
experiences in Call the Midwife 
(Merton Books, £14.99 + £1.75 
p&p); from PO Box 279, 
Twickenham TW1 4XQ; e-mail 
merton. books@btinternet.com 



Liberal Christianity explained 



IN these days of increased 
polarisation in the life of the 
Church, liberals have come in 
for a hard time over the last 
ten years. Perfect Freedom: 
why liberal Christianity 
might be the faith you* re 
looking for ; by the Vicar of St 
Mary the Virgin in Oxford, is 
a wonderful, lively and robust 
explanation and defence of a 
more liberal attitude to 
Christianity. Short chapters 
on the Bible, spirituality, 
Christmas, the resurrection, 
the doctrine of salvation, suf- 
fering and prayer, all go to the 
heart of a liberal position. If 
you would like to know what 
liberal Christianity is like in a 
few punchy sentences and a 
good deal of honesty from the 
author then this book is for 
you. Those of us who share 
his point of view will not nec- 
essarily agree with all of his 
conclusions, but will be 
encouraged to see well argued 
and strongly held views. 

What Brian Mountford 
makes so clear is that many 
people do not really under- 
stand that liberals remain pas- 
sionate about God and 
Christianity while remaining 
open-minded about a number 



of tighdy-described doctrinal 
positions. What people do 
not understand is Bow liberals 
can be passionate about toler- 
ance, and intolerant of intoler- 
ance! Brian Mountford’s pre- 
ferred definition of his point 
of view is ‘Christianity 
unchained’. Unchained from 
what? In a nutshell, 
unchained from biblical, 
moral, and churchy funda- 
mentalism and their immedi- 
ate derivatives. Which means 
that when I read the Bible I 
am free to explore its poetry 
without being castigated for* 
not taking it literally; when I 
think about right and wrong I 
am free to consider the spirit 
rather than the letter of the 
law; and when I go to church 
I am free from obsessions 
about the details of ritual. 

Keith Lamdin 
Canon Keith Lamdin is Diocesan 
Director of Stewardship, Training, 
Evangelism & Ministry. 
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Laughing at ourselves 



IF one can’t laugh at oneself, 
who can one laugh at? Well, 
both these books put the 
point well: The Soul of Wit 
laughs at and with the 
Christian Church in general 
and over the ages. It’ll be All 
Wrong on the Night is the 
second of a collection of 
whimsical tales of life in the 
choir. 

I found The Soul of Wit an 
absolute joy to read, or rather 
dip into, as it is a wonderful 
compilation of Church wit 
and eccentricity, drawn from 
across the whole spectrum of 
the Christian Church. There is 
a chuckle, if not an embarrass- 
ing guffaw, on every page, 
with subjects ranging from the 
wit of William Temple 
through dear William Spooner 
to some very amusing poems 
which appear, dotted through- 
out this potpourri of ‘ecclesias- 
tical treasures’. 

Not all of the content is 
designed for laughter: includ- 
ed too are words of wisdom. 
These from Jonathan Swift 
are, sadly, as true today as 
when he wrote them: ‘We have 
just enough religion to make 
us hate, but not enough to 
make us love one another.’ 

But this is really a book to 
be enjoyed, a book for the 
coffee table. It is not a book 
for the shelf: keep it to hand 
and dip in and out at ran- 
dom. From a section titled ‘In 
the Pulpit’: ‘A verger at St 
Mary’s Oxford, the Univer- 
sity Church, is reported to 
have said: “I have heard 
every sermon here for the 
past thirty years and, thank 
God, I am still a Christian”.’ 

It’ll Be All Wrong on the 



Night is a curious little book 
and seems almost to come 
from a bygone age. It is a col- 
lection of reminiscences of 
life in various choirs of Mr 
Frary’s acquaintance. If I 
were to give any advice at all, 
it would be to keep well away 
from any choir with which he 
is involved! I hope that there 
is a certain amount of poetic 
licence woven into the chap- 
ters of this book, for some of 
the tales are positively terrify- 
ing. He tells the story of a 
parish bonfire party which, 
although meant to be an 
amusing tale of intentional 
and unintentional mishaps 
with various fireworks, was 
more of a horror story and 
enough to bring a charge of 
gross negligence on all who 
took part. 

This really is a book to suit a 
particular taste. I’m sure Mr. 
Frary has a great following 
from his previous books, but 
I'm afraid this one missed my 
particular funny bone. 

Simon Salome-Bentley 

Simon Salome-Bentley works in 
the Bodleian Library and is a 
member of Leafield Church. 
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Play up, play up for God 



‘AS long as my priorities are 
straight/ says tennis-player 
Michael Chang, who won the 
French Open at the age of 17 
and was one of the top ten play- 
ers for most of the 1990s, 'Em 
able to go out with the mentality 
to really leave the winning and 
losing up to God/ Now about to 
retire, he tells the story of his 
tennis career and his faith. 



Holding Serve: persevering on 
and off the court by Michael 
Chang with Mike Yorkey 
(Hodder, £7.99). 




The Hawthorns 

Asked Questions About Living At The Hawthorns: 



Q. Can I bring my own furniture? 

A. Yes, all apartments have carpets 
and drapes, and are ready for your 
furniture and 
pictures. 

Q. Do I have to tie 
up my capital or 
"buy in?” 

A. No. That is one 
of the many unique 
features about The 
Hawthorns. You do 
not tie up any of 
your capital, as it is 
a rental situation. 

Q. How long is the 
lease? 

A. It is on a month- 



to-month basis, which means if you 
decide to move out, all that is 
required is a written 30-day notice. 

Q. What happens if I get ill? 

A. As is true in any family, 
people do get sick from time to 
time. If the illness is such that 
it prevents you from coming to 
the Dining Room, for a short 
period of time, we will deliver 
a sick tray to you at meal 
times. 

Q. What if I need a bit of 
personal help every day? Will 
I have to 
automatically 
move out? 



A. No. There are many different 
solutions to these types of problems, 
moving out is only one possible 
answer. We encourage our Residents 
to talk to us when their needs 
change. 

Q. Can I invite friends and family to a 
meal? 

A. But of course. We have a 
beautiful, chandeliered, Private 
Dining Room available just for that 
purpose; or you can entertain your 
guests at a guest table in our main 
Dining Room. 



18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, 
North Somerset, BS21 7EH 
The Hawthorn s Tel: (01275) 790060 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 




gardens, which includes a 
9 -hole putting green. 





the Door closes 




Icknield’s K & K link is not 
just ‘a paper exercise’ 



SEVEN years ago a link was 
established between the Parish of 
St Paul's Mothibistad in the 
Diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman and the Benefice of 
Icknield in the Oxford Diocese. 
Since then 12 visitors have trav- 
elled from Mothibistad to our 
Benefice and nine from 
Watlington to Mothibistad. 




Easter Eve baptisms at St Paul’s 

Our most recent visit at Easter 
enabled the link to be developed 
further. Doreen, who had never 
been to Africa, was shocked by 
the contrast of the wealth in 
Cape Town and the shanty huts 
passed on the way from the airport 
Angela, who had previously visited 
her brother in Johannesburg, 
emphasised the visit to Robben 
Island, Nelson Mandela's contri- 
bution and the hospitality in 
Mothibistad homes. Maggie, who 
lived for many years in Tanzania, 
wrote T will always carry with 
me from St Paul's Mothibistad 
the resounding chorus from the 
Easter service: 'Dumela'-'We 
greet you' - which sums up for 
me the amazing welcome we 
received there. That spirit of 
friendship is extraordinary in a 
country which, until 1994, was 
tom apart by apartheid.' On my 
third visit to Mothibistad I came 
to understand a little more about 
the similarities, differences, 
opportunities and tensions in our 
respective communities. 

The Benefice of Icknield had 
asked the PCC of St Paul's 
Mothibistad to identify a social 



project, which might be support- 
ed by the residents of Watlington, 
Swyncombe, Pyrton and Britwell 
Salome. We were shown a 
kindergarten, run by an Anglican 
lady in a building provided by an 
N GO (Non Governmental 
Organisation) in conjunction with 
the Provincial Government; as 
they had no toys and little equip- 
ment we were pleased to give 
them £500 for Early Learning 
materials. We made a donation 
of £500 to the parish, in recogni- 
tion of the cost of our stay and 
also for a printer for the laptop 
computer, which had been given 
to the parish when the Rector 
visited England. We also thought 




Tony Williamson presenting 
gifts to Father Ananias Radebe 



that our home communities 
would respond to our suggestion 
that we give £100 for books for 
each of the 11 schools in the 
Anglican parish of Mothibistad; 
nearly a third was donated within 
a month of our return. 

We were all convinced, from the 
first hand experience of over 20 
visitors to each others' homes, of 
the value of the Link. It has 
become much more than a paper 
exercise; it has brought a deep 
mutual respect. Some of us hope 
to visit Mothibistad for the tenth 
anniversary of the Link in 2006. 

Tony Williamson 

Canon Tony Williamson is the former 
Diocesan Director of Education. He has 
been involved with the link since 1996. 

Pictured below: St Paul's youth group 
fundraising after the Good Friday service. 




'Marriage 7 brings new life 

Lyn Thompson reports on how two church communities in High Wycombe responded to 'Sharing 
Life 7 with a radical decision to merge into one large new church of nearly 400 people 




ALL TOGETHER NOW The Kidzqest Line Dancers performed during worship at the 'marriage' ser- 
vice. Each church brought symbols of their gifts to the 'marriage' (pictured below left). In his talk 
Bishop Mike Hill, then Bishop of Buckingham, encouraged audience participation (above left) and 
and after blessing the union, he cut the wedding cake (below). Photographs taken by Graham Anderson 



ON Easter Sunday evening a 
new church was bom in High 
Wycombe, a church whose 
mission is ‘to connect people to 
God.’ The Parish of St Birinus 
and St John had legally come 
into existence on 1 March, a 
large church of nearly 400 
with the Revd Steve Whitmore 
as its Vicar. 




It all began 18 months earlier 
when the leaders of both 
churches felt led by God to 
explore the possibility of coming 
together to form a new mission 
focussed church. The merger 
gave an opportunity to combine 
resources and provide tremen- 
dous potential for outreach. 
Sufficient confirmation for the 
project was provided when the 
then Bishop of Buckingham, 
Mike Hill, revealed a similar 
vision for the church. 




The following year provided a 
time of preparation during 
which both churches could 
share ideas of work and wor- 
ship. It was clear from the 
beginning that we were not to 
be two separate churches with 
one vicar, but a completely 
new church in a new building. 
The foundations were laid by 
setting out not only our mis- 



sion, but our purpose, strategy 
and core values. Strategy cen- 
tres around the journey of faith 
that a non-believer might take, 
from relating to seeking to 
believing, with a strong 
emphasis on belonging, and 
the ways in which we can help 
people to move from one step 
to another. The two former 
churches bring complimentary 
gifts and strengths. St Birinus 
was strong on outreach to chil- 
dren and the elderly and St 
John’s on building relation- 
ships with the in-between years 
and running Alpha. 

At the same time plans are 
underway for a new building 
that will both meet our needs 
and be an attractive resource 
for our community, a 24/7 
church! In many ways it would 
have been easier to begin the 
venture in the new building. 
But we believe that the spiritu- 
al union needs to come first 
and that God will one day in 
the future give us the building 
that is right for the mission he 



has planned for us. In the mean- 
time we are making the best 
possible use of our two build- 
ings, the one a Grade 2 listed 
Victorian church, the other a 
compact 1960’s building. 

And so on Easter Sunday we 
came to the end of the 




courtship and Bishop Mike 
presided over the marriage cer- 
emony and blessed the union. 
Vows were taken by all those 
present and the Bishop signed 
the service registers of both 
churches. Symbols - keys, 
chalices, Bibles and Easter 
eggs, representing stewardship, 
the sacraments, learning 



together and our fellowship - 
had been received at the main 
services that morning and were 
brought forward as pledges of 
our new life together: The wed- 
ding breakfast followed when 
the cake was cut and the mar- 
riage partners toasted with 
champagne. 

So we have embarked on our 
new and exciting life together. 
In the months ahead we hope 
to continue to build on the 
foundations we have laid to 
unite and draw closer to each 
other in love. We want to 
become a community so full of 
God’s grace that it will attract 
others to itself. We are setting 
ourselves big goals and have 
already started the process of 
planting two new congrega- 
tions into our community. 

Lyn Thompson was a church warden at 
St John's for five years and has just 
been elected a warden of the new 
church for which she is is also outreach 
co-ordinator. She is the Alpha adminis- 
trator for the High Wycombe area. 
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Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 




3 MalthiHi.se I^ne. Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 



Greenway 

Antiques 




OXON. 0X28 6BU 

Tel: 01993 705026 
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TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL ft FAX: (01865) 722022 

Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



'They have taken my Lord away/ 
she said, 'and I don't know where 
they have put him.' At this, she 
turned round and saw Jesus 
standing there. John 20:13,14 

‘MY Lord’ was how Mary 
Magdalene described him: not 
‘the Lord’ or ‘our Lord’ but ‘my 
Lord’. Her love for the crucified 
Jesus shines from this lovely 
story from Easter morning. If 
she could no longer worship the 
living man, then she would at 
least honour his dead body. This 
is no ordinary grief, such as that 
which the other disciples felt - 
the loss of hope, a wonderful 
dream shattered. This is the kind 
of loss the mother of Jesus must 
have felt, and perhaps only she 
and the Magdalene knew that 
deep, personal sorrow at his 
death. However we read them, 
these are words of love. 

That’s what strikes the reader 
about the picture of Mary 
Magdalene that emerges from 
the Gospels: the intensity of her 
feeling. Luke tells us that Jesus 
had rescued her from the depths 
- ‘out of whom he had cast 
seven devils’. Her gratitude to 




by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



him for that healing turned into 
deep devotion and led ultimate- 
ly to the priceless privilege and 
responsibility of being the first 
human witness of the resurrec- 
tion. Before Peter or John, 
before any of the male apostles, 
she saw the empty tomb and the 
risen Saviour To her alone was 
given the apostolic commission: 
‘go to my brothers’ and tell 
them the good news. Alone she 
stood before that band of fright- 
ened men and said very simply, 
‘I have seen the Lord’. Not just 
to a woman, who in contempo- 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism and 
a broadcaster and author. 



rary Jewish society was not per- 
mitted to give evidence in a 
court, but to one with little 
social respectability or standing, 
the Lord gave the message that 
would change history. Perhaps 
he knew that she, of all of them, 
would hang on his words and 
repeat them faithfully. He trust- 
ed the one who loved him. 

So close was she to Jesus that 
in that moment in the garden he 
only had to say her name, in its 
most homely form (‘Miriam’), 
for the recognition to be instan- 
taneous. This obvious closeness 
has inevitably led to fanciful 
speculation by writers and jour- 
nalists about the nature of their 
relationship, the modem world 
being incapable of accepting 
that a man and a woman could 
be that close without their rela- 
tionship being sexual. 

This month, on 22 July, we cel- 
ebrate the feast day of Mary’ 
Magdalene. For Christians, she is 
neither the ‘scarlet woman’ nor 
the secret consort of the Saviour 
Rather; she is a role model of the 
redeemed: ‘ransomed, healed, 
restored, forgiven’. 










